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Let’s review your options. 

• Medicare Advantage. Be covered with premiums as low as $0 per month! 

• Dental and Vision. Enjoy low out-of-pocket costs on exams, fillings, crowns, contacts, glasses and more. 

• Prescription Drug Plans. Save on your prescriptions with a plan that fits your needs and budget. 
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From routine safety checks to harrowing rescues, 
veteran volunteers serve on the slopes. By Ken Olsen 

30 ‘Over There/ Before 1917 

As war enveloped the world, America remained 
neutral. Many Americans did not. By Ed Klekowski 
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Cleo Howell is a Marine Corps veteran and 
volunteer ski patroller, helping handle several 
incidents a year at the four ski areas in Mount 
Hood National Forest, east of Portland, Ore. 
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Anthony McDaniel, left, a life member of 
American Legion Post 1992 in Gautier, Miss., 
won two bronze medals in track and field for 
Team USA at the Invictus Games in Toronto in 
September. He also competed in wheelchair 
basketball and wheelchair rugby. A Marine 
Corps veteran, McDaniel lost both legs and 
his left hand to an IED in Afghanistan in 2010. 
Post 1992 gave him a $1,500 check to aid in 
his recovery and helped host his welcome- 
home celebration in 2014. For more coverage 
of the Invictus Games, go to Page 50. 
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The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion for its 2 million members. 

These wartime veterans, working through 13,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God and Country and traditional American values; strong national security; 
adequate and compassionate care for veterans, their widows and orphans; community service; and the wholesome development of our nation's youth. 


NOTICE TO VETERANS WITH 

MESOTHELIOMA 


YOU ARE 
NOT ALONE 
IN THIS FIGHT. 

TURN TO A 
FELLOW VETERAN 




As former Marines and sailors, we served 
together yesterday. As seasoned attorneys, my 
firm and I will fight for you today. Attorneys at 
Coady Law Firm have successfully represented 
veterans in mesothelioma claims nationwide for 
more than two decades. We've helped veterans 
understand their rights—and secured millions 
for their families in just compensation. 

Trust in the experience and commitment of 
a shipmate who served with you. Contact 
the Coady Law Firm. Receive a FREE, 
no-obligation consultation. 



Bud Coady 

Harvard, 1979 
USMC, 1979-89, 1991 
Gulf War Veteran 

Attorney at Law 


$30 Billion 
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"Men s Liberty is terrific. I can keep 
doing what I want to do , without 
having to woriy about running to the 
bathroom or changing my clothes. 

It is a Godsend. ” - John in Michigan 
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The freedom to Live 



Millions of men spend 
thousands of dollars each 
year on diapers, which are 
not covered by Medicare. 
These men are paying 
as much as $300 out of 
pocket each month... Men’s 
Liberty is covered by 
Medicare, most state 
Medicaids, VA/Tricare and 
most private insurance plans. 


Ask if you qualify to 
receive Men’s Liberty. We 
handle all claims and billing 
to Medicare and your 
Insurance provider. 


What Adult 
Diaper Companies 
Don’t Want Men 
To Know... 

U Health risks and high 
out-of-pocket costs ... 
men are unaware of 
Liberty’s healthier 
alternative! * * 


The Diaper Dilemma 

Urinary incontinence affects more 
than 4 million men in the United 
States of all ages. Diapers trap 
moisture, causing UTIs, discomfort 
and injury rates up to 38%. 

Men’s Liberty Alternative 

There has not been a confirmed 
UTI or serious skin injury caused 
by Men’s Liberty, after more than 
four million sold. This is a non- 
invasive, external product that 
allows men to improve their 
lifestyle at work and quality of 
time with family. 

CALL TODAY AND RECEIVE 
A FREE WEEK'S SUPPLY 
WITH YOUR ORDER! 

1-800-814-3259 

PROMO CODE: 
AML1217 
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'Madam Commander' 

The October edition of The American Legion Magazine is no doubt the best 
you have published in years. The articles on veteran amputees and nurses' 
service during the Vietnam War and World War I were outstanding and 
educational. Lastly, Matt Grills' article on National Commander Denise H. Rohan 
covered fully what an exceptional person she is. The American Legion is in 
good hands under her leadership. 

- Troy Martin, Vienna, W.Va. 


'Goodbye and Good Luck 7 

The article by Grace E.F. 
Holmes about the stories of 
World War I nurses brought 
tears. I now have one more 
story for social studies students 
when I substitute teach, if they 
behave all period. 

If only children’s textbooks 
would get closer to the military 
who served and suffered, 
history class would be more 
appealing. For instance, one 
half-page devoted to these 
World War I testimonies by 
young, single North Dakota 
nurses would raise students’ 
pulses and fix that state’s 
location in their mental map of 
the United States. 

- Douglas S. Denbow, Lexington, Ohio 

7 I Never Even Thought About 
Giving Up 7 

As a medic assigned to an 
infantry battalion in Vietnam, 

I can relate to Diane Carlson 
Evans’ story (October). Those 


hardworking nurses took over 
where we field medics left off. 

To her and the rest of the 
women who are Vietnam 
veterans, I say, “Welcome home, 
sister!” That’s a greeting I give 
to all Vietnam vets wherever 
I happen to meet them. I feel 
someone has to say it, and it 
might as well be me. 

- Harold Shank, Salem, Ore. 

I read the article about Diane 
Carlson Evans’ time as a 
Vietnam combat nurse. As a 
matter of fact, I read it twice. It 
commanded rapt attention from 
me as I, too, “went back in 
time” to the late 1960s and early 
1970. I remember how rough it 
was returning to my small 
hometown. I did not have PTSD 
(we didn’t know what it was 
then), but I knew I was a “duck 
out of water.” The only people 
who understood me were others 
who had been there and come 
back radically changed. 
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VET VOICE 


Carlson Evans is to be 
commended for her perseverance 
in getting a memorial statue 
placed on the National Mall, 
because those combat nurses 
were a vital piece of the med 
units in Vietnam. They had to 
deal with much more horror 
than the average Joe over there. 

I could go on, but this article is 
among the best ones I have ever 
read in your magazine. 

- Tom Tucker, Goodlettsvilie, Term. 

I was too young to go to 
Vietnam, but I read several 
books about nurses who served. 

I knew if there was another war 
I would want someone to take 
care of my brothers. 

I became a licensed practical 
nurse and went into the Air 
Force Reserve as an aeromedical 
tech in 1985. In 1993, I obtained 
a bachelor of science in nursing. 
That was the year the Vietnam 
Women’s Memorial came to San 
Antonio. I had a late class and 
vowed I would see it before they 
moved it to Austin. It had a great 
influence on my military career. 

I got my commission and 
became a flight nurse, which 
allowed me to combine my love 
of flying and medicine. I was a 
flier for more than 26 years. 

I became the chief nurse in a 
non-flying squadron, but we still 
worked with the wounded on the 
ground preparing for flight. As 
nurses retired, I remembered the 
memorial statue. I found out 
replicas were available, and they 
ended up being the gift that said 
it all for a military nurse. We 
wait for the next aircraft to come 
in and take our wounded home. 

- Borboro Sewick, Leon, lowo 


I wanted to commend you for 
the fine articles written on 
women in the nurse corps. I too 
served in the military medical 
corps during the Vietnam era 
and Operation Desert Storm. 
Although never in a combat 
situation, I was up front and 
personal with many returning 
servicemembers. As a woman 
veteran, it was nice to see the 
recognition, which is deserved 
and a long time coming. 

I met Diane Carlson Evans 
when she was fundraising for 
the Vietnam Women’s Memorial, 
so I know her dedication. As a 
woman, I always stood proud 
and wore my uniform without 
fear. I had great examples of a 
father and two brothers who also 
served with pride. 

- MoryAnn Borcherding, 
Elmwood Pork, NJ. 

While reading John Kellner’s 
memories of recovering from 
combat wounds, I realized that 
I was one of the nurses he was 
thanking. I was stationed with 
the Air Force Nurse Corps at 
Tachikawa Air Base, Japan, in 
1967. Then I realized that John 
and I live only six miles apart 
here in western New York state. 

I just got off the phone with him 
after a long talk about his 
evacuation and recovery. We are 
going to have a beer and another 
long talk next week. 

- Florence E. Wood Hoch, Lancaster, N.Y. 

Sanctuary cities 

After reading the article on 
defunding immigrant sanctuary 
cities (Big Issues, October), I was 
frustrated and angry. We will 
never come to an agreement 


because the two sides are not 
talking about the same issue. 

Rep. Bob Goodlatte introduced a 
bill dealing with unlawful and 
criminal immigrants, which 
makes it clear that not all 
immigrants are unlawful and 
criminal; in fact, the majority 
are good people. He then states a 
couple of instances supporting 
his reasoning for this bill. 

Rep. Mike Quigley, however, 
does not even use the words 
“unlawful” or “criminal.” He 
says the opposition’s strategy is 
to attack law-abiding immigrants 
by targeting cities that welcome 
them as productive members of 
their communities. No, it’s 
targeting unlawful and criminal 
immigrants; there is a difference, 
but the left will not admit it. 

They lump everyone into one 
group and call us xenophobic 
and discriminatory when we 
don’t agree with them. 

Our immigration problem isn’t 
something new; it’s the result of 
not following the law years ago. 
Politicians pick and choose 
which laws they will enforce. If 
we don’t like a law, change it. 
Until then it should be enforced. 

- Steve Schuler, Peotone, III. 

Sanctuary cities unlawfully 
shield from U.S. immigration law 
those who entered this country 
criminally. They have nothing to 
do with legal immigrants, who 
are protected by law and do not 
need sanctuary. I am sure Rep. 
Mike Quigley is aware of this, 
but he disingenuously conflates 
undocumented and legal 
immigrants to bolster his case 
for sanctuary cities. 

- Mike Nielsen, Pine Ridge, Fla. 


THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 


Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. All letters published are subject to editing. 
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged. 

The American Legion Magazine , P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 
magazine@legion.org 
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Own the "Gem of the Century" 


Incredibly rare find is now available to the public for ONLY $ 59 / 


F or centuries, the “Big Four”—diamonds, rubies, emeralds 
and sapphires—ruled the gem world. When tanzanite 
debuted in 1967, it was a sensation. Unlike those other stones, 
which are mined all over the world, tanzanite can be found in 
only one place on Earth: in the remote Merelani Hills in the 
shadow of Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, Africa. 


Huge Savings 
Take 85% OFF the 
Karatu Tanzanite Ring 

WHEN YOU USE YOUR OFFER CODE 


Gem of the century meets deal of the century. With its 
remarkable rarity and unique gemstone qualities, its no wonder 
that experts have dubbed it, “the gemstone of the 20th century.” 
In recent years, top-quality tanzanite gems have fetched higher 
prices at auction than rubies, emeralds or diamonds! But 
because we buy direct and use our own designers, we are able 
to offer you this rare beauty for ONLY $59! 

What makes tanzanite so irresistible to jewelers and gem 
experts? Part of its appeal is the beautiful violet blue color. 
Tanzanite is also trichroic—which means that three different 
colors are visible when the stone is viewed from different angles. 

“This ring is unbelievable. I've owned some spectacular 
high-dollar gemstones in my life and this ring will compete 
with any of them!” —Katharine, Shreveport, LA 


Henry Platt, past president and chairman of Tiffany & 
Company, called Tanzanite “The most important gemstone 
discovery in over 2,000 years.” 


A gemstone found only one place on earth, means supply is 
extremely limited. Get your hands on the Karatu Tanzanite Ring 
before they’re gone! 

Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. Experience the rare 
beauty of the Karatu Tanzanite Ring for two months. If you’re 
not completely awestruck, simply send it back within 30 days 
for a complete refund of the sale price. We want you to feel like 
you got the deal of the century! 


With over 4,000 sold, we currently have less than 
2,000 in stock! 


Karatu Tanzanite Ring $399* 

Offer Code Price Only $59 + S&P Save $ 340 ! 

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price. 

1-800-333-2045 

Your Offer Code: KTR318-02 

Please use this code when you order to receive your discount. 


Sauer 
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BUSINESS 


Rating of A+ 


14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. KTR318-02, 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 www.stauer.com 



* Special price only for customers using the 
offer code versus the price on Stauer.com 
without your offer code. 
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COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 


‘Iowa Idea’ still endures nationwide 


When people think of Iowa, they might think of the classic 1989 movie 
“Field of Dreams.” The line “if you build it, they will come” is actually 
an oft-repeated misquote from the film, but it could easily describe one 
of the Iowa American Legion’s most enduring and successful projects. 

Affectionately called “the Iowa Idea,” the concept was developed by 
the department’s delegation to the Legion’s Fifth National Convention in 
San Francisco in 1923. 

The San Francisco convention was notable for another reason I will 
mention, but first let’s explore why the Iowa Idea is so important. The 
proposal was that “a concrete and practical program of service to 
community be put into effect” throughout the Legion’s 11,000 posts. In 
addition to its other work, the National Americanism Commission was 
instructed to create “a community and civic betterment bureau,” helping 
transform the Legion from a strong advocate on national policy to a 
grassroots organization dedicated to providing service to communities 
as well. The idea evolved to become one of the Hawkeye State’s most 
successful programs: the Iowa American Legion Foundation. 

“If you look back at the Iowa Idea when Hanford MacNider was 
candidate for national commander, that’s really where the Legion’s 
community service program came from,” says Dave Rehbein, past 
national commander and current foundation president. “He believed, 
through the Iowa Idea, that in order for The American Legion to really 
be a successful grassroots organization we had to be deeply involved in 
our communities. That’s why the Iowa Foundation places its emphasis 
on funding good things that other people are doing.” 

Today, the foundation provides scholarships for veterans and children, 
supports veterans homes and funds other outstanding community 
projects. It has touched thousands of lives over the years, including 
participants of a camp for disabled children and toddlers who benefit 
from home eye-test kits. It has funded park projects and playground 
facilities, and educated the public about the sacrifices veterans have 
made for their country. In short, the Iowa Foundation is a textbook 
example of how the Legion makes differences in local communities. 

Do you know what else was remarkable about the San Francisco 
convention? Resolution No. 407, Law Enforcement and Tolerance. At a 
time when the Ku Klux Klan wielded great influence across our nation, 
delegates at the Legion’s 1923 convention resolved that individuals, 
groups or organizations that create or foster racial, religious or class 
strife “are un-American, a menace to our liberties, and destructive to 
our fundamental law.” Further, these groups are “inconsistent with the 
ideals and purposes of The American Legion.” 

I see a connection between the Iowa Idea and Resolution 407. While 
the former is about enriching communities through service and the 
building of public projects, the latter sends a message that there is no 
place in those same communities for hate and bigotry. 

As we approach our organization’s centennial, I am convinced that 
membership in our American Legion Family is just as vital today as it 
was in 1919. The vision of our founders still resonates. 





National Commander 
Denise H. Rohan 


MEMORANDA 

HOLIDAY DONOR BLOOD DRIVE 

The American Legion's Holiday 
Donor Blood Drive runs Nov. 23 to 
Dec. 31. Recent natural disasters, 
including a series of hurricanes 
and wildfires in California, are a 
reminder that an adequate 
emergency supply of blood is a 
matter of national security. 

© legion.org/security/blood 

BASEBALL REGISTRATION 

Registration for the 2018 American 
Legion Baseball season starts 
Jan. 1. All participating teams are 
required to register. 

^ legion.org/baseball 

DOWNLOADABLE VIDEOS 
PROMOTE MEMBERSHIP 

A series of PSA videos by National 
Commander Denise H. Rohan are 
available for use as an aid in 
membership, fundraising and 
Legion program support. The 
videos can be viewed and 
downloaded for free, providing 
resources on recruiting, 
community outreach and more. 
The PSA videos can be distributed 
to the local media, shared at 
community events or loaded onto 
mobile devices to help recruit 
potential new members. 

© legion.org/membership/tools 
® vimeo.com/album/4174471 
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FROM THE MAKER OF 
NASA'S MA-1 JACKET 
FOR KENNEDY SPACE 
CENTER GIFT SHOP 


TO HONOR ALL MILITARY & WAR VETERANS 
WITH THANKS FOR YOUR SERVICE TO COUNTRY 


AVAILABLE WITH 
CONCEAL CARRY 
TWIN HOLSTER 
FEATURE! 


UNITED STATES MILITARY I 

MA-1 “BRAVO” JACKET 


PLUS A FREE SERVICE BRANCH PATCH & OPTIONAL WAR VETERAN PATCHES 

OUR U.S. MILITARY MA-1 BRAVO JACKET is created by the company selected 

to make the NASA MA-1 for its Kennedy Space Center gift shop. It's personalized to 

honor your service to Country and reflect today's active lifestyles: 

• TAILORED TO MEET NASA SPECS, in rugged wind & water-resistant polyester, 
comfort rated at temperatures between 25-40 degrees Fahrenheit 
for three season wear. Available in popular "Gun-metal Black" 
or "Military Sage Green" outer shell. 

• Quality features include knit collar, cuffs and waistband, 
official NASA orange lining, heavy duty front zipper with 
storm flap, multiple snap closure pockets - plus utility 
pocket on sleeve. Imported, then customized to our 
exact specifications in Minnesota. 

• EXCLUSIVE CONCEAL CARRY OPTION - two inner 
pockets to secure valuables, which are fitted with 
holster straps for those licensed to carry a firearm. 

• Available in sizes Small through 3XL. 

• Thank You Introductory price starting at just $99 - 

SAVE OVER $40! (See order form for details and available options) 

FREE PATCH HONORS YOUR SERVICE 


Add an American Flag 
patch for just $20! 


• Select your Officially Licensed Service Branch patch 
as our FREE GIFT with jacket purchase. 

• VIETNAM VETERANS - You may add a 

War Veteran patch to the right sleeve 
of your jacket for just $20 extra. 

(Other patches available - call for details.) 


/ 

CD 

IF YOU WEAR THIS SIZE: 

34-36 

38-40 

42-44 

46-48 

50-52 

\ 

54-56 

M 

CO 

ORDER THIS SIZE: 

s 

M 

L 

XL 

2XLt 

3XLt 



YOU HAVE EARNED THE RIGHT TO WEAR THIS SPECIAL JACKET! 


TO ORDER CALI TOLL FREE: 1-000-255-3040 
OR VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.VETC0M.COM 


OR, MAIL TO: Veterans Commemoratives™, Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599 
□ YES. I wish to order my MA-1 “Bravo” Jacket customized as follows: 

Please include my FREE Proud To Be A Veteran Zipper Pull! 

SIZE: (See chart above) □ S □ M □ LG □ XL □ XXLt □ 3XLt 


CREDIT CARD: Dvisa 
CC#:_ 


Bofu^/ ORDER TODAYS 
®4 RECEIVE A FREE PROUD TO 
' BE A VETERAN ZIPPER PULL! 


ORDER BY DECEMBER 5TH FOR CHRISTMAS DELIVERY! < 

□ MasterCard DamEX □ Discover 


Exp. Date:. 


_/ . 


COLOR: DGun Metal Black □ Military Sage Green 

SELECT FREE PATCH* *: DArmy □ Navy □ Air Force □ Marine Corps □ Coast Guard 


HA-1 “BRAVO” JACKET WITH FREE SERVICE BRAHCH PATCH =.$ 99.00 

□ Conceal Carry Feature (Add $30). $_ 

□ Vietnam Veteran Patch on right sleeve (Add $20). $_ 

□ American Flag Patch on left shoulder (Add $20). $_ 

□ tSizes XXL to 3XL (Add $20). $_ 

Plus Shipping & Handling. $ 19.95 

TOTAL DUE:. $ 

I PREFER TO PAY AS FOLLOWS: 


□ Enclosed is my check payable to Veterans Commemoratives for the Total Due 

□ Charge my credit card for the Total Due 

□ Charge my credit card in two equal interest-free monthly payments 


Card Security Code (CSC):_Signature: 


SHIPPING ADDRESS: (We CANNOT ship to P.0. Boxes) Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 
Name_ 


Address 


City_State_Zip. 

Phone #(_)_ 


Email 


(In case we have a question about your order) 

By federal law, licensing fees paid to the U.S. Army for use of its trademarks provide support to the Army Trademark 
Licensing Program, and net licensing revenue is devoted to U.S. Army Morale, Welfare, and Recreation programs. 


*Service Branch Patches are purchased from Officially Licensed suppliers. 


©ICM2017 
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"We're very connected to this 
community. We help whenever 
there's a need." 


m 



BEN HEADEN 

Tombstone, Ariz., is "the town too tough to die." 

So says Ben Headen, a member of Roy Fourr 
American Legion Post 24, which stands across a dirt 
road from the site of the historic Gunfight at the O.K. 
Corral. "It's a very close-knit town," says Headen, as 
costumed actors entertain tourists down the street. 
"The post is a close-knit family. It's a town and 
community that come together." 

Like Tombstone, Post 24 relies on savvy marketing 
and word of mouth to attract people and raise its 
profile. Members wanted to create a niche that went 
beyond their involvement with local parades. Junior 
ROTC, shooting sports, the senior citizens food bank 
and other service projects. 

So in 2014, they launched the "I Give A Damn" 
campaign. Local veterans, snowbirds and visitors buy 
red shirts, cups and other merchandise bearing its logo 
to support Post 24, spreading the word about it beyond 
Tombstone. Proceeds fund repairs and other 
maintenance work at the post so that it can pour more 
resources back into the community. To date, the 
campaign has raised about $20,000. 

"The key is to find something that fits your post, run 
with it and promote it to your community," Headen 
says. "We have people who come in here just to buy a 
shirt or a cup. People see the shirts and say, 'What's 
that about? 7 It's an opportunity to talk about what your 
post is doing, and get the word out." 

- Henry Howard 


BRANCH OF SERVICE Air Force (1984-1991) 
MILITARY JOB Surgical technician 
RANK Senior airman 

AMERICAN LEGION POST Roy Fourr Post 24, 
Tombstone, Ariz. 

YEARS IN THE LEGION 6 

LEGION ACTIVITIES 

■ Area vice commander (2017-present) 

■ Area district commander (2016) 

■ National Marketing Commission (2015-present) 

■ National American Legion College (2014) 

■ Post 24 commander (2012-2014) 


Watch a video interview with Ben Headen 
and read an extended interview: 

@ www.legion.org/magazine 
See an archive of past interviews: 

@ www.legion.org/iamlegion 


\ 
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improves Memory 


Dietary Supplement 
30 Capsules 


REGULAR STRENGTH 


I I V V—. I I 

Improves Memory * 




| Prevagen 

Improves Memory 


REGULAR STRENGTH 


SUPPORTS: 

Healthy Brain Function- 
€ Sharper Mind- 
^ Clearer Thrnkmg* 


Dietary Supplement 
30 Capsules 


we itememDer! 


Prevagen® is a dietary supplement that 
has been clinically shown to help with 
mild memory problems associated 
with aging.* 


‘WaCgxeetoL 


CVS/Pharmacy 


*33 

Available at fine stores everywhere. 


Prevagen.The Name To Remember.® 


*These statements have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease. 












Recruit a new member 



Complete this form about the member you recruited: 

Department _ 

Post Number _ 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ State _ 

ZIP _ Phone _ 

Email _ 


Complete this form to ensure you get your certificate 
and are entered in the drawing: 

Member ID _ 

Name _ 

Address 

City _ 

ZIP_ 

Email 


_ State 

Phone _ 


Recruit a new member and 
receive a beautiful certificate of 
appreciation suitable for framing! 

To receive a certificate for recruiting a new member, 
AND to enter a drawing for $1,000, fill out the forms at 
left or download them at www.legion.org/documents/ 
pdfZnewcertification_referraLform.pdf and send to: 

The American Legion 
Attn: Membership Division 
P.0. Box 1055 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 
Fax: (317) 630-1413 
membership@legion.org 

A new member is any eligible person joining for the 
2018 membership year who was not a member of The 
American Legion during the 2017 membership year. 



DON’T FORGET! 

Sign up three members and 
receive National Commander 
Rohan’s “Family First!” pin! 


There will be five $1,000 drawings. Deadline to submit the form is May 9, 2018. 
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"To you, it's the perfect lift chair. To me, 
it's the best sleep chair I've ever had." 


— J. Fitzgerald, VA 



We've all had nights when we just can't lie down in 
bed and sleep, whether it's from heartburn, cardiac 
problems, hip or back aches - it could be a variety 
of reasons. Those are the nights we'd give anything 
for a comfortable chair to sleep in, one that reclines 
to exactly the right degree, raises feet and legs to 
precisely the desired level, supports the head and 
shoulders properly, operates easily even in the 
dead of night, and sends a hopeful sleeper right 
off to dreamland. 


Our Perfect Sleep Chair® is just the chair to do it 
all. It's a chair, true - the finest of lift chairs - but this 
chair is so much more! It's designed to provide total 
comfort and relaxation not found in other chairs. It 
can't be beat for comfortable, long-term sitting, TV 
viewing, relaxed reclining and - yes! - peaceful sleep. 

Our chair's recline technology 
allows you to pause the chair in 
an infinite number of positions, 
including the Trendelenburg 
position and the zero gravity 
position where your body 
experiences a minimum of 
internal and external stresses. 
You'll love the other benefits, 
too: It helps with correct spinal 
alignment, promotes back 
pressure relief, and encourages 
This lift cfiair puts you better posture to prevent 

safely on your feet! back and muscle pain. 



And there's more! The overstuffed, oversized biscuit 
style back and unique seat design will cradle you in 
comfort. Generously filled, wide armrests provide 
enhanced arm support when sitting or reclining. The 
high and low heat settings along with the multiple 
massage settings, can provide a soothing relaxation 
you might get at a spa - just imagine getting all that 
in a lift chair! It even has a battery backup in case of a 
power outage. Shipping charge includes white glove 
delivery. Professionals will deliver the chair to the 
exact spot in your home where you want it, unpack 
it, inspect it, test it, position it, and even carry the 
packaging away! Includes one year service warranty 
and your choice of fabrics and colors - Call now! 

The Perfect Sleep Chair® 

1 - 800 - 243-0948 

Please mention code 107551 when ordering. 

Long Lasting DuraLux Leather 

Tan Chocolate Burgundy Black Blue 


DuraLux II Microfiber 

Burgundy Cashmere Fern Chocolate Indigo 


2017 first STREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 
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LIVING WELL 


What to know about the 
virus that causes shingles, 


BY BETH W. ORENSTEIN 


Did you have chicken pox as a kid? The virus 
can return in adulthood. 

After you’ve had chicken pox, the virus 
(varicella zoster) hangs out in your nerve cells 
for the rest of your life, says Pritish Tosh, an 
infectious disease specialist at the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minn. As you age, your immunity may 
weaken and the virus can re-erupt - this time as 
shingles, he adds. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), one in every three people 60 or 
older will get shingles. 

Shingles is not life-threatening but is often 
painful, Tosh says. Typically, it starts with pain, 
burning, tingling or numbness. A few days later, 
you can develop a red rash of fluid-filled blisters. 
Most often, the rash wraps around the left or right 
side of your torso, but it can occur anywhere. 

Some people develop a rash around one eye or on 
their face. It is possible to have the rash appear in 
many places. 

One in six people older than 60 who get shingles 
will experience severe pain, CDC says. 

While shingles pain is intense and the rash 
itchy, it will go away eventually, Tosh says. The 
blisters will scab and usually clear up in a few 
weeks. 


Other symptoms of shingles include tingling 
sensations, fever and chills, headache, fatigue and 
sensitivity to light. 

If you develop symptoms, see your physician 
immediately. There are prescription antiviral drugs 
that can help, Tosh says. The sooner you seek 
treatment, the better. 

Following shingles, many people will develop 
pain or unusual symptoms in the area where they 
had it. This is known as postherpetic neuralgia 
and can last for years or even decades. “It can be 
debilitating,” Tosh adds. 

Other possible complications of shingles include: 

■ Vision loss. If you develop shingles in or around 
your eye (ophthalmic shingles), you can develop 
painful eye infections that can lead to vision loss. 

■ Neurological problems. Depending on which 
nerves are affected, shingles can cause an 
inflammation of the brain (encephalitis), facial 
paralysis, or hearing or balance problems. 

■ Skin infections. Blisters can develop bacterial 
infections. Tosh recommends keeping blisters 
covered to help prevent infections. 

It’s best to boost immunity with the shingles 
vaccine so your immune system continues to fight 

See REACTIVATION on page 16 



Living Well is designed to 
provide general information. 

It is not intended to be, nor is it, 
medical advice. Readers should 
consult their physicians when 
they have health problems. 
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Teen head injuries 


Percent of U.S. adolescents who have 
W I I suffered a concussion, according to JAMA 

(Journal of the American Medical Association). 
Those who play contact sports such as football, lacrosse, 
ice hockey or wrestling were most vulnerable, with 
nearly one in three reporting a concussion. 


Photo by Riley McCullough 
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DIAMOND RING SET 

A beautiful mocha and white 
diamond ring set, engraved with 
a heartfelt sentiment. 

| 

^Ton't miss this opportunity to show the world 
that the love you share is timeless. Presenting the 
I Love You Always Diamond Ring Set. 

Exquisitely designed. 

With classic beauty, this ring trio elegantly conveys the depth of your love. The 14kt gold-plated 

bands dazzle with 4 sparkling "mocha" diamonds and 9 fiery - 

white diamonds, and can be worn individually or stacked. 

What's more, the rings are engraved with the tender sentiment 
"I loved you then, I love you still, I always have, I always will." 

The perfect gift — order today! 

I Love You Always Diamond Ring Set is 
attractively priced at $149 plus $7 80 
shipping and service, payable in four 
monthly installments of $39 20 . Your 
satisfaction is guaranteed; if you are not 
delighted, simply return the ring set 
within 90 days for a replacement or 
refund. Don't delay - order today! 


A* ' ' / V '' 1 * ' —'' ' ~ • - 


/ loved you 




have, I always w ill j 

Three glamorous 
rings, one 
spectacular 
statement! 



Ring set shown 
actual size. 



To find ring size, match a circle with the inside of a ring 
(a band works best for measuring). 


The Danbury Mint 
47 Richards Avenue 
Norwalk, CT 06857 


ORDER FORM 


Yes! Send me the I Love You Always Diamond Ring Set Name. 


Ring size _(Available in whole sizes 5 to 12. Please refer to the Address. 

sizing guide above.) 


Signature 


City/State/Zip _ 


Please print clearly. 


Order promptly 
for Christmas 
delivery. 


Orders subject to acceptance. 

For guaranteed Christmas delivery: 1 -800-726-1184* www.danburymint.com 52150026A069 

























LIVING WELL 


REACTIVATION continued from page 14 

off the virus likely living in your nerves, Tosh says. 
The CDC recommends the vaccine for people older 
than 60, but it is licensed for those older than 50. 

While the vaccine will not prevent shingles in 
everyone, it can mean having a milder case should 
you get shingles, and reduce the risk of developing 
complications such as postherpetic neuralgia. 

It also can prevent long-term pain. The older you 
are, the more likely you are to develop long-term 
pain as a complication of shingles. And this pain is 
likely to be more severe. 

You will not have serious side effects from the 
shingles vaccine. If you do experience a mild 
reaction, it can last up to a few days, Tosh says. 

Most private insurance plans cover the cost of the 
vaccine. Medicare Part D plans cover the vaccine as 
well, although some plans may require a co-pay. 

Who’s at risk for shingles? 

Besides people older than 50, others can be at risk 
for developing shingles, including: 

■ Those with illnesses or diseases of the immune 
system, such as HIV. 

■ Those undergoing chemotherapy or radiation 
therapy for cancer or other diseases. 

■ Those taking certain medicines that suppress the 
immune system, including corticosteroids such as 
prednisone or cyclosporins (which some people take 
for Crohn’s disease, rheumatoid arthritis and 
psoriasis). 

■ Those who eat poorly, which can weaken the 
immune system. 

■ Those who have had organ transplants. 

If you have shingles, avoid being around people 
who may be more easily infected: infants, pregnant 
women and those with weakened immune systems. 
The virus can be passed from person to person. 
Those who never had chicken pox will develop that, 
not shingles. 

The virus that causes chicken pox and shingles is 
a member of the same family that causes genital 
herpes, cold sores and Epstein-Barr, Tosh says. 

The current shingles vaccine is a live virus and 
not suitable for people whose immune systems are 
compromised. However, a non-live virus vaccine is 
in development that could be safely given to those 
who are at highest risk. It has shown promise in 
research studies, and Tosh says he expects it will 
soon be available. 

Beth W. Orenstein is a freelance medical writer living 
in Northampton, Pa. 


What 
hearing 
means for 
good health 

BY NADINE DEHGAN 

Media Bakery 

Ignoring or not treating hearing loss can seriously 
harm your overall health. Treating hearing loss, 
though, can decrease the risk of acquiring other 
serious medical conditions, including: 

Dementia The more severe the hearing loss, the 
greater the risk for a cognitive disorder and a sharper 
decline in mental function, possibly due to "cognitive 
load" as the brain struggles to make sense of misheard 
sounds. 

Depression A meta-analysis of 31 studies in Aging 
Research Reviews reported that hearing loss is among 
the most common chronic conditions associated with 
depression in older adults. 

Falls An Archives of Internal Medicine report showed 
that people with even mild hearing loss were nearly 
three times more likely to have fallen compared with 
those with no hearing loss. It's also important to pay 
attention to your hearing if you take certain drugs or 
have conditions that increase the risk of hearing loss. 
Cardiovascular disease A healthier cardiovascular 
system results in improved auditory systems, 
according to the American Journal of Audiology. 
Conversely, poor heart health causes inadequate 
blood flow and blood vessel trauma to the inner ear. 
Diabetes The National Institutes of Health states that 
hearing loss is about twice as common in adults with 
type 2 diabetes, which accounts for 95 percent of U.S. 
diabetes cases. Diabetes may lead to hearing loss by 
damaging the inner ear's nerves and blood vessels. 
Anemia People with anemia are twice as likely to 
have hearing loss. According to Peter Steyger, a 
scientific adviser to the Hearing Health Foundation, 
"iron is clearly required for normal functioning of the 
auditory system, as for many other organs, and too 
little can result in anemia," a deficiency of red blood 
cells or hemoglobin. 

Cancer and ototoxic medications Certain cancer¬ 
fighting chemotherapy drugs, such as cisplatin, 
may permanently harm hearing. In addition, 
aminoglycoside antibiotics to treat serious infections 
can be ototoxic (harmful to hearing), and 
phosphodiesterase type 5 (PDE5) inhibitors that treat 
erectile dysfunction (such as Viagra) have been linked 
to sudden hearing loss. 

Nadine Dehgan is CEO of the Hearing Health 
Foundation , the largest nonprofit funder of hearing and 
balance research in the United States. $$ hhf.org 
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KIELBASA 

SAUSAGES 


OMAHA STEAKS y \ 
BURGERS Ji 
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Omaha Steaks 

® 


ORDER NOW & SAVE 75% 


"Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2 Family Gourmet Buffet packages. Your 4 free burgers and 4 free kielbasa will be sent to each 
shipping address that includes (51689). Standard S&H will be added per address. Flat rate shipping and reward cards and codes cannot be used with this offer. 
Not valid with other offers. Expires 1/31/18. All purchases acknowledge acceptance of Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Visit omahasteaks.com/ 
terms-of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-policy or call 1-800-228-9872 for a copy. ©2017 OCG I Omaha Steaks, Inc. SRC0687 
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The Family Gourmet Buffet 


pkg. 


2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons 
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins 
2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops 
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. 

4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages 
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers 
4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin 
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets 
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet (.33 oz.) 


51689AHP I $199.90 * separately 


Combo Price ^49^ 


1-800-811-7832 


ask for 51689AHP I www.OmahaSteaks.com/gift15 


CHICKEN 

BREASTS 


Plus get 
4 more Burgers 
& 4 more Kielbasa 

FREE 


Give a little 

TENDERNESS 

and SAVE 75%* on Omaha Steaks 












Take a trip to some of these Christmas-crazy towns. 

BY LYN METTLER 


A s the holidays near, most American towns 
get into the spirit with lights and 
decorations. But a few go all out, turning 
the season into a grand show that brings thousands 
of visitors to their doors. 

FRANKENMUTH, MICH. Named by Time as one 
of the nation’s most Christmas-loving towns, 
Frankenmuth - founded in the mid-1800s as a 
mission colony for German immigrants - celebrates 
the season in high style. Known as Michigan’s 
“Little Bavaria,” Frankenmuth is home to Bronner’s 
CHRISTmas Wonderland, the world’s largest 
Christmas store; it’s the size of one and a half 
football fields. While the town celebrates the 
holiday year-round, the season kicks off with a 
candlewalk to the Chamber Platz for the lighting of 
the Tannenbaum the day after Thanksgiving. Other 
events include a traditional Christkindlmarkt, the 
German Christmas Song Fest at St. Lorenz 
Lutheran Church, and a Night at the North Pole 
with Santa at Frankenmuth Farmers Market. 


SANTA CLAUS, IND. Where better to celebrate 
Christmas than a town called Santa Claus? Best 
known as home to the Holiday World & Splashin’ 
Safari amusement and water park, Santa Claus 
honors its namesake with events throughout 
December. Highlights include the Santa Claus 
Christmas Parade on Dec. 9, the Santa Claus Arts 
& Crafts show for holiday gift ideas, and the 
12-mile Land of Lights display at nearby Lake 
Rudolph. You can even mail a letter postmarked 
from Santa Claus, stamped with a picture 
postmark designed by local high school students. 

HELEN, GA. Another Bavarian-style village, this 
one situated in the Blue Ridge Mountains of 
northeastern Georgia, the town of Helen puts you 
in the holiday spirit with inviting decorations, 
cobblestone streets and authentic German style. 
Though Helen has a population of only 430, it is 
the state’s third-most-visited city, especially during 
the holiday season. Festivities start with the 
annual Lighting of the Village on Nov. 24, followed 


Active military, veterans, police 
and service personnel who rent a 
car for their next vacation can save 
5 percent by booking with Sixt. 
Visit the Specials page on Sixt.com 
to book online, and bring a valid ID 
to pick up the car. 



CheapAir.com says that if you can travel on 
Christmas Day, you'll save $50 per ticket on 
average compared to flying Dec. 22. If you're 
staying at least a week, flights leaving Dec. 20 
and returning Dec. 27 are the cheapest. Going 
home, the most expensive flights this year are 
Dec. 26 and New Year's Day. 
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by a Christmas parade, Christkindlmarkt, and a 
Victorian-style Christmas at the 1870s Hardman 
Farm State Historic Site. There’s plenty of 
shopping too, including ornaments at Christmas 
& More, handmade wooden toys at Tim’s, 
engraved glass at Damron’s and sweets at 
Hansel & Gretel Candy Kitchen. 

VAIL, COLO. Designed after a traditional 
Alpine village, Vail is a cozy mountain town 
that’s alight in Christmas decor each November 
and December. Picture fluffy snow falling and 
covering a quaint village amid mountain vistas, 
and you’ve got the perfect winter wonderland. 
Vail hosts several festive activities, from 
Dickens carolers and holiday music to the Kris 
Kringle Market and holiday tree lighting. As 
part of Vail Snow Days Dec. 8-10, there will be 
free live concerts and family activities in the 
village. There’s also skiing, snowcat and sleigh 
rides, and more around Vail Resort, and a trip 
to the chalet-style mountainside Game Creek 
Restaurant makes a nice holiday treat. 

SMOKY MOUNTAINS Head to the mountains 
of Tennessee for Winterfest to see 15 million 
twinkling lights spread throughout Pigeon 
Forge, Sevierville and Gatlinburg from 
November through February. To see the lights, 
follow the driving tour or hop aboard a 
Winterfest Trolley. There are two local parades: 
Gatlinburg’s Fantasy of Lights Christmas Parade 
on Dec. 1 and Sevierville’s annual Christmas 
Parade on Dec. 2. Several area shows also get a 
holiday makeover: Dolly Parton’s Dixie 
Stampede changes to “Christmas at Dixie” and 
includes a live nativity, and Christmas at the 
Smoky Mountain Opry features flying sugar 
plum fairies, live animals and Santa. Dollywood 
in Pigeon Forge hosts a Smoky Mountain 
Christmas with a light parade, a retelling of “It’s 
a Wonderful Life,” and Sunday evening services 
at Dolly’s Christmas Chapel. 

Lyn Mettler is a freelance travel writer who blogs 

at GotoTravelGal.com. 



Holiday salutes and 
other seasonal events 

In many cities, the holiday season is an opportunity to 
remember America's roots and honor the men and 
women who have served in uniform. 

■ In San Diego, stop by Liberty Station, a former naval 
training center that hosts an annual Salute to the 
Season, with holiday lights, ice skating, visits from 
Santa and an 88-foot Norfolk pine Christmas tree. 

© libertystation.com/events/salute-the-season 

■ Annapolis, Md., home of the U.S. Naval Academy, 
has its annual Lights on the Bay through Jan. 1 at 
Sandy Point State Park. The light show boasts more 
than 60 displays, including holiday scenes, a colonial 
village inspired by historic Annapolis and midshipmen 
throwing hats at graduation. © lightsonthebay.org 

■ As part of the Philly POPS Salute Series, 

2,000 active-duty servicemembers, veterans, police 
officers, firefighters and first responders receive 
complimentary passes to "I'll Be Home for Christmas: 

A Salute to Military and First Responders" on Dec. 1 at 
the Kim me I Center. © phillypops.org 

■ For the first time, Branson, Mo., will display a 26-foot 
tree with military decorations throughout November 
and December. explorebranson.com 

■ At Gettysburg, Pa., Williamsburg, Va., and other 
sites, you can help place holiday wreaths on veterans' 
graves. Thousands will be laid at Gettysburg and 
Quantico national cemeteries as part of the National 
Wreath Project, started by the parents of Marine Corps 
Sgt. Eric McColley, who was killed along with seven 
other Marines and two airmen in a helicopter accident 
off Africa in 2006. Find out more at sgtmac.org. 

Similar wreath layings occur at other cemeteries 
nationwide, too. Find a location near you at 
wreathsacrossamerica.org. 

■ George Washington's home at Mount Vernon, Va., 
is decorated for an 18th-century Christmas and open 
for character-guided candlelight tours. 

© mountvernon.org 



New York City's Metropolitan Museum of Art is 
travelers' favorite museum in the world, according 
to Trip Advisor’s Travelers’ Choice Top 25 
Awards for Museums. Other U.S. museums on 
the list include the National WWII Museum in New 
Orleans, the Art Institute of Chicago and the 
National 9/11 Memorial & Museum in New York City. 


A new survey finds that Wyndham hotels 
offer the best value for redeeming hotel 
loyalty points. Wyndham is an American 
Legion discount provider, offering 
members up to 20 percent off best 
available rates. Visit www.legion.org/ 
benefits to learn more. 
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VETERANS UPDATE 


Goal of CARE to modernize, not privatize 


BY TOM PHILPOTT 

Since 2014, when Congress rushed to enact the 
Veterans Choice program to address a patient 
wait-time crisis across VA, The American Legion 
and other veterans service organizations have 
pressed lawmakers to make the fix to improve 
access to private-sector care temporary, until VA 
facilities are properly resourced. 

They feared that making Choice permanent or 
allowing unfettered access to 
private-sector care would 
lead to the dismantling of VA 
health care, including its 
expertise in health services 
for veterans who have been 
paralyzed, lost limbs, 
suffered severe mental 
trauma, been blinded or 
burned during service. 

The worry was that Choice 
would encourage opponents 
of big government who want 
veterans’ health care privatized and the VA 
medical system shuttered. What it did instead, it 
seems, was create consensus in the veteran 
community that the VA health system must be 
preserved but supplemented with community care 
access better than Choice. 

In October, VA unveiled its replacement plan - 
the Veterans CARE (Coordinated Access & 
Rewarding Experiences) Act - with an overall 
structure the Legion and other veterans groups 
applaud, in part because they helped design it. 

CARE isn’t another step toward privatization 
but “an opportunity to modernize VA health-care 
offerings in a way that’s good for veterans,” said 
Louis Celli, director of the Legion’s Veterans 
Affairs & Rehabilitation Division. It aims to 
consolidate community care programs, strengthen 
partnerships with non-VA providers and state and 
federal departments, improve payment processes 
and information-sharing with civilian providers, 
and build out high-performing health-care 
networks across the country. 

To hold down costs, Choice guarantees access to 
private-sector care only for veterans who live more 
than 40 miles from a VA care facility or face waits 
for VA care of more than 30 days. CARE would 
drop those arbitrary rules and empower VA 
clinicians, after consulting patients, to decide on 
referrals to non-VA care based on medical needs. 


Despite the limits on eligibility, VA reliance on 
private-sector care grew over the past three years, 
from providing 20 percent of care to more than 
30 percent. CARE at a minimum sustains that level 
with an annual budget of $4 billion. 

However, CARE is viewed by the Legion and 
other veterans groups as striking the right balance 
between facilitating access to private-sector care 
and strengthening VA health 
care by adding staff and 
modernizing support systems 
and processes. The House 
and Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
committees were expected to 
offer their own replacement 
plans for Choice, perhaps 
with some statutory 
safeguards the CARE plan 
didn’t offer. 

The Legion did have some 
concerns. While clinicians 
will decide with patients when to access private- 
sector care, CARE would also allow veterans near 
VA medical facilities that perform poorly to use 
community care instead. 

“We understand and support the intent ... to 
ensure veterans get the highest-quality care 
available, whether inside or outside VA,” Celli said. 
“What we cannot support (is) a provision that 
allows VA to siphon patients away from a medical 
center that is underperforming. We want to see a 
comprehensive plan to rehabilitate any poorly 
performing (center). You can’t just abdicate 
leadership responsibility by taking patients away, 
which will cause less traffic into the VAMC (and) 
more evidence the VAMC can be defunded.” 

The Legion opposes another provision that 
would have veterans, including those with service- 
connected disabilities, pay a modest portion of 
CARE costs by rounding down monthly benefit 
checks to the nearest dollar. By definition, it would 
cost a veteran no more than $12 a year, but it’s not 
about the money, Celli said. “What we’re saying is 
that it is now all right to ask service-disabled 
veterans to give up a portion of their check each 
month to pay for their own health care or for 
somebody else’s services.” 

Tom Philpott has been covering military personnel 
and veterans issues for nearly 40 years. 
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From routine safety checks to harrowing rescues, veteran volunteers serve on the slopes. 


BY KEN OLSEN 

ord of the lost skier reached Craig 
Klascius just as he was finishing his shift 
at Skibowl’s rescue center in western 
Oregon’s Cascade Mountains. Details were vague: 

A woman had gone missing somewhere in a 
300-acre stretch of particularly rugged terrain 
known as the Outback. It was about 2 p.m. on a 
Saturday in early March. Sunset and a dramatic 
drop in temperature were just a few hours away. 

Klascius and a Mount Hood Ski Patrol colleague 
left immediately. A second ski patrol group joined 
them, and then a third, as their sweeps across the 
Outback failed to turn up any sign of the woman. 
Her panicked fiance - a novice skier unable to 
keep up after they headed down the steep, 


ungroomed series of runs - had no clue where she 
had gone. 

As Klascius was making his second pass though 
the Outback, a ski patroller in the rescue center 
started to zero in on the lost woman’s location 
based on the GPS coordinates of her cellphone 
signal. As a result, Klascius’ team ended up at the 
top of a massive hundred-foot cliff. Another group 
of searchers ended up at the bottom. But neither 
team could locate the missing skier, until they 
realized that she had gone over the cliff - and was 
stuck somewhere between them. 

“It took a minute to realize the patient was 
wedged between two trees about 50 feet from the 
bottom of the cliff,” says Klascius, an Iraq war 
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top: Geo Howell, a Marine Corps veteran, took up skiing while attending college on the 
Gl Bill, bottom left: Army veteran John Lacey, left, trains with Howell to sharpen their ski 
patrol skills, bottom right: Craig Klascius is an Iraq veteran and Legionnaire. Photos by sco« s P iker 



veteran, Legionnaire and longtime ski patrol 
volunteer. 

He became the gear sherpa, making trips to the 
rescue center for a cervical collar, a rope long 
enough to reach the woman and the bottom of the 
cliff, and other equipment. Two other ski patrollers 
rappelled halfway down the cliff - one to assess 
the woman’s condition, another to bring first-aid 
supplies and tree-trimming tools. Over the next 
four hours, the woman was strapped to one of the 
patrollers, sawed out of the tree, then lowered to a 
backboard and sled. As she began the precarious 
journey to a waiting ambulance in the dark, 
Klascius and another ski patroller gathered the 
remaining gear and skied out on a double black 
diamond run without headlamps or flashlights. 

“That was probably one of the most difficult 
rescues I’ve ever been a part of,” Klascius says. Yet 


this sort of grueling day on the slopes is exactly 
what he signed up for. It has helped him transition 
back to civilian life after 10 years in the military 
and three deployments - one with the Army, one 
with the National Guard and one as a private 
contractor - and deal with the lingering effects of 
a grenade and two IED attacks. 

“It’s something that really helps fill my heart 
from the losses I have seen,” he continues. “This 
will be a lifetime thing for me.” 

FAMILY ATMOSPHERE Because his father was 
on the Mount Hood Ski Patrol, Klascius took to the 
slopes when he was 2. He was part of a state 
champion ski racing team at Sandy High School 
and joined the National Ski Patrol while attending 
West Point. He is one of about 50 veteran 
volunteers on the Mount Hood Ski Patrol, the 
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oldest continuously operating ski patrol west of 
the Mississippi. Their ranks include everyone 
from active-duty National Guard to Guard 
veteran Buzz Bowman, who has volunteered 
with the ski patrol for more than 70 years. Some, 
like Navy veteran Matt Gerling, have been skiing 
almost since they started walking. Others, 
including Marine Corps veteran Cleo Howell, 
took up the sport when they went to college on 
the GI Bill. Collectively, they handle about 1,000 
incidents a year at the four ski areas in Mount 
Hood National Forest, east of Portland, Ore., 
including mountain-biking mishaps and other 
summer accidents. 

All of them became involved because they 
want to give back to their community and relish 
the opportunity to work on a team. Few have 
had as dramatic an introduction to the work as 
Ed McNamara. 

Soon after McNamara’s wife persuaded him to 
learn to ski, they came upon a man who had run 
into a tree and broke his leg at Mount Watatic 
Ski Area near Ashby, Mass. A ski patrol volunteer 
arrived on the scene a few minutes later and, in 
the process of trying to render first aid, fell on the 
injured skier’s broken leg. McNamara and his wife 
stepped up. 

“I do emergency medical services for a living,” 
McNamara says. “My wife is a nurse. So we 
offered to help.” The Watatic ski patrol director 
recruited the couple almost the moment they 
arrived at the first-aid room with the injured skier. 
Thirty-seven years later, they still serve on ski 
patrol at Wachusett Mountain near Princeton, 

Mass. McNamara has also served as National Ski 
Patrol board chairman and is on the board of 
directors. 

“We both love the people you meet on ski 
patrol,” says McNamara, a member of Hiram 0. 
Taylor American Legion Post 189 in Sterling, 

Mass., for more than 22 years. “And with both of 
us being in the medical field, we enjoy helping 
people.” 

John DeBisschop III, past commander of 
American Legion Post 17 in Naugatuck, Conn., 
shares this passion. “The best part for me is the 
family atmosphere,” says DeBisschop, who is also 
a former district commander for the Department of 
Connecticut. 

He was introduced to the National Ski Patrol by a 
fellow firefighter. “They thought I was trainable, so 
they took me on,” DeBisschop says. The Mount 
Southington Ski Patrol is active year-round, 
providing first aid at events including the local 



Pioneers of the 10th Mountain Division, 87th Mountain 
Infantry Division, train at Paradise in Mount Rainier 
National Parkin Washington in 1941. U.S. Army photo 

National Ski Patrol shares 
historic ties with U.S. military 

The National Ski Patrol has shared a bond with the 
military community since World War II. Inspired by the 
success of Finnish ski troops who fended off Russian 
armored divisions. Ski Patrol founder Charles Minot 
"Minnie" Dole persuaded Gen. George Marshall to create 
the U.S. Army's 10th Mountain Division. And then the ski 
patrol screened candidates for the elite unit. 

"National Ski Patrol is the only civilian organization 
authorized to recruit for the military," says Ed McNamara, 
a longtime Legionnaire and member of the Wachusett 
Mountain Ski Patrol near Princeton, Mass. 

The 10th Mountain Division distinguished itself by 
helping drive the German army out of Italy's Apennine 
Mountains. Many of the unit's veterans helped transform 
skiing into a national sport after World War II. They 
started ski areas, founded ski schools in iconic places like 
Aspen and Vail - and also became involved in the 
National Ski Patrol. 

Today, there are 300 National Ski Patrol chapters and 
about 27,000 volunteer patrollers serving the 
congressionally chartered group. 

And the ski patrol's ties to World War II veterans live on in 
places such as Wachusett, where a run is named for Sgt. 
Ollie Manninen, who saved 2nd Lt. Bob Dole after the 
future senator and presidential candidate was wounded 
in northern Italy. 

An Olympic marathoner, Manninen was head of the ski 
school at Wachusett for several years after World War II. 

- Ken Olsen 
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triathlon, a snowmobile race and fundraising 
events. A self-described serial volunteer, he is also 
involved in Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts. 

“I find that with my fellow ski patrolmen as 
well,” DeBisschop says. “They are volunteer 
firefighters, EMTs, baseball coaches. It’s just the 
type of people you attract.” 

HEFTY COMMITMENT Veterans find some of 
the benefits they miss from their active-duty days 
by serving on ski patrol, including camaraderie, 
teamwork and a shared sense of purpose. Ski 
patrol values their ability to perform in any 
conditions. 

“Veterans are able to deal with crisis,” says Jaye 
Miller, past president of the Mount Hood Ski 
Patrol. “They have the discipline of working in 
groups. They understand the chain of command, 
and they are focused.” 

“People who come from the military bring 
leadership, problem solving and a get-’er-done 
attitude,” adds Howell, who has served as first aid 
chief, vice president and is now a trustee for the 
Mount Hood Ski Patrol. 

Gerling, who deployed in support of the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, loves the opportunity to 
ski freshly groomed runs and check for hazards 
before the public hits the slopes first thing in the 
morning. Despite that sort of perk, ski patrols are a 
hefty commitment. First-year apprentices attend 20 
weeks of night classes to earn their Outdoor 
Emergency Care certifications, the equivalent of an 
EMT Basic. This includes studying an 1,100-page 
textbook and taking weekly quizzes, a written 


final and two scenarios where new recruits must 
demonstrate their skills on volunteer patients. 
That’s followed by 10 to 12 weekends of hands-on 
training on the ski slopes, where they learn to 
extricate a patient from a chairlift and perform 
avalanche rescue. 

“We’re constantly training people to use the 
resources they have,” Howell says. “The equipment 
we have is pretty much what we can carry on 
our back and what might come on a toboggan 
later on.” 

Missing the annual refresher training means 
starting over. Though he has served on ski patrols 
in four states, Klascius had to retake the entire 
Outdoor Emergency Care course because combat 
deployments interfered with his ability to meet 
that yearly requirement. 

Yet this is the sort of rigor that attracts people 
like Howell. He retired as a division commander 
after more than 26 years with the Washington 
County, Ore., Sheriff’s Office, joined FEMA - about 
the time he joined the ski patrol - and deployed to 
35 natural disasters in a dozen states, including 
hurricanes Rita and Katrina. 

“I really like helping people,” Howell says. “I get 
a real sense of satisfaction helping them feel better 
and getting them pointed down the mountain in 
the right direction.” 

FIRST ON THE SCENE Ski patrol volunteers save 
lives off the slopes, too. They often are first on the 
scene of vehicle accidents, using their training to 
triage the injured until an ambulance arrives. 
Howell has happened upon several car accidents, 
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including discovering a one-car rollover on his 
way home from a ski patrol shift on Mount Hood. 
He assessed victims’ injuries and called back up to 
the ski patrol’s first-aid room at Timberline for 
equipment to help an injured child breathe while 
fellow ski patrollers treated other patients. 

Last April, John Lacey was attending a show 
in downtown Portland when a cellphone app 
alerted him that someone in the auditorium 
needed CPR. He found the lifeless man with the 
help of auditorium staff. “He did not have a pulse, 
wasn’t breathing and his color was very pale,” says 
Lacey, an Army veteran and member of the Mount 
Hood Ski Patrol. 

After Lacey started CPR, another man tried 
using an automated external defibrillator. Nothing 
happened. Lacey took over, readjusted the AED 
and restarted the man’s heart. He lived. 

Two years ago, Klascius received one of the 
National Ski Patrol’s highest honors - the Purple 
Merit Star - for saving a man’s life after an 
accident on the Bull River near Sandy. 

“I was climbing out of the water when I heard a 
crack, snap and a splash,” he says. His future wife 
yelled - and he turned to see a man face-down in 
the water after the rope swing he was using had 
broken, causing him to careen into rocks as he fell 
to the river. There was blood everywhere. 

“I was the only strong, sober swimmer there that 
day,” says Klascius, who immediately dived in 
after the injured man. Once back on shore, he 
realized that the patient didn’t have a pulse. 

“I’m sitting there on my knees, and for a brief 
second I look up and I go, ‘Does anybody know 
CPR?’ And then I realize, ‘That’s me.’ And that’s 
when the years of training as a ski patroller really 
kicked in.” 


When paramedics arrived, Klascius and another 
citizen swam the injured man across the river to a 
spot where firefighters could strap him to a back- 
board. Then Klascius helped carry the swimmer 
up a hill to an ambulance. 

The injured swimmer was taken to a small 
airstrip where Life Flight was waiting. Klascius 
later learned that the man suffered nine broken 
ribs, a skull facture, a broken collarbone and other 
injuries. In addition, his heart had stopped for a 
couple of minutes. Thanks to Klascius’ quick 
action, however, the patient recovered. 

A little bit of every rescue stays with a ski 
patroller, Klascius says. That June day on the Bull 
River is particularly indelible because he was in a 
car accident nearby when he was 16. 

“I ended up flying out on Life Flight myself - 
from that same small grass airstrip,” says 
Klascius, whose car struck an elk as he was 
driving to school. “So it was kind of touching that 
the gentleman from the Sandy Fire Department 
who rescued me from the car wreck 20 years 
earlier was actually there for the rescue of the guy 
I saved.” 

What’s most important to Klascius, however, is 
what happens to accident victims once they leave 
his care, whether it’s the swimmer who had the 
mishap on the Bull River or the skier who went 
over the cliff in the Outback. 

“You want to hear the end of the story,” he says. 
“You want to know if they are going to be all right. 
Hearing that the woman who had fallen off the 
100-foot cliff was able to walk again? It was a 
weight off my shoulders.” || 

Ken Olsen is a frequent contributor to The 
American Legion Magazine. 
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Edward Kelley volunteered to drive a Model T Ford ambulance for the American Field Service. He was killed by a German artillery 

Shell near Verdun On hiS first run tO pick Up WOUnded On Sept. 23, 1916. Photo courtesy American Field Service Archives 

Over There, Before 1917 

As war enveloped the world, America remained neutral. Many Americans did not. 


BY ED KLEKOWSKI 

World War I essentially began Aug. 4, 1914, with 
the German army’s invasion of Belgium. The 
United States entered the conflict on the side of the 
Allies (Great Britain, Belgium, France, Italy and 
Russia) on April 6, 1917. During the intervening 
32 months, America remained neutral - but many 
Americans did not. Thousands volunteered for the 
Allied cause. What we know of these early volun¬ 
teers is based on their memoirs, if they wrote of 
their experiences, or from accounts of journalists. 
Official records are meager. 

Glenna Lindsley Bigelow of New Haven, Conn., 
did not go to war. It came to her. A 1901 graduate 
of Presbyterian Hospital Training School for 
Nurses in New York, she was employed in 1914 as 
a nurse caring for a prominent Belgian in his 
chateau in Liege. As a key railway center, Liege 
was the focal point of the German attack on 
Aug. 4. Rather than escaping the invaders, she 


stayed and aided Belgian and German wounded. 
Bigelow was the first American nurse caring for 
wounded in the war. 

Gladys Winterbottom and Madelon “Glory” 
Hancock were American volunteers with the 
British Field Hospital during the siege and fall of 
Antwerp, Aug. 20 to Oct. 9, 1914. Both had married 
British officers. When the officers went to war, so 
did their wives. 

Winterbottom was from Massachusetts and had 
no medical training. She drove a Minerva touring 
car back and forth between the Belgian lines and 
hospitals in the city, bringing in wounded. Though 
shells were exploding all around her, she stayed as 
cool as if she were driving down Commonwealth 
Avenue in Boston on a Sunday morning. 

Hancock was from North Carolina and attended 
the Presbyterian Hospital school, class of 1905, but 
did not complete her degree. She served in 
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Antwerp as a nurse and remained at the front 
throughout the war. Recognized for her bravery 
and service to the wounded, she was awarded 12 
decorations by war’s end: five from Great Britain, 
including the King George V Medal, given in 
person by the king; five from Belgium, including 
the Chevalier de l’Ordre de la Couronne, carrying 
with it the title of countess; and two from France. 
She was the most decorated woman of the war. 

Hancock was not unique. During the period of 
U.S. neutrality, more than 500 American nurses 
crossed the Atlantic to help with the flood of 
wounded inundating European hospitals. Although 
most served in Allied hospitals, some nurses 
served in Germany and Austria. 

Not all of the American women volunteers were 
trained nurses; many learned on the job. In 1915, 
Mary Borden-Turner was one of those. She was a 
volunteer in a hospital established in a casino 
outside Dunkirk. Finding the casino facility not up 
to her standards, she funded her own field medical 
hospital. As a member of the Borden family of 
evaporated-milk fame, she designed, paid for - 
with the help of her wealthy friends - and selected 
the staff for a mobile surgical hospital that could 
move closer to the front. Her hospital was one of 
the most effective medical facilities of the war. 

With the fall of Antwerp, the Belgian army 
retreated westward. Swept up in the retreat was a 
peculiar volunteer ambulance unit. Hector Munro, 
a Scottish psychiatrist described as a scatter¬ 
brained visionary, was the founder of the volunteer 
ambulance corps named after him, Dr. Hector 
Munro’s Flying Ambulance Corps. The original 
ambulance corps had five men and five women, all 
selected by Munro from more than 100 applicants. 

One of the women was Helen Hayes Gleason, an 
American piano teacher. Why she made the cut is 
puzzling; she had no medical training. When the 
war began, she was in Paris studying music, but 
she crossed the channel into England and joined 
Munro’s corps. Gleason had no idea what to 
expect. She even worried that she might faint if 
she saw blood. Her road-to-Damascus experience 
occurred just outside Ghent, where she saw her 
first casualties. Assigned to a convent hospital, she 
found that the wounded lay so packed that one 
literally had to step over stretchers to move about, 
and everywhere smelled of foul blood, malodorous 
medicines, the stench of trench clothes and 
mangled bodies. While assisting in her first 
operation, simply holding a lamp over a man “with 
a yawning hole in his abdomen,” she became 
light-headed. Giving the lamp to another nurse, 



From ambulance driver 
to Legion founder 


One of America's volunteer ambulance drivers helped 
found The American Legion after the war. 

John "Jack" Monahan, a member of LaPlace-Champlin 
Post 18 in Essex, Conn., and the Legion's representative 
on the U.S. World War One Centennial Commission, has 
researched the life of Morton C. Tiley, Post 18's first 
adjutant and a charter member. Soon after U.S. entry 
into the war in April 1917,21-year-old Tiley traveled to 
France and joined Norton-Harjes Ambulance 
Section 5 in the Volunteer Ambulance Corps. Before 
going to the front, he learned to drive the ambulances, 
conduct evacuation training and speak basic French. 

The switchover to U.S. Army control - to the U.S. Army 
Ambulance Service - occurred in late 1917. Tiley 
officially enlisted in Paris on Oct. 8. His section, 

No. 646, saw action with multiple French divisions, and 
transported wounded soldiers from La Malmaison, 
Aisne-Marne, Champagne and the Meuse-Argonne. 

Section No. 646 was relieved of duty in March 1919. 
Tiley received the Croix de Guerre with a silver star for 
valor and was authorized to wear the fourragere; the 
section was one of the most decorated units in the 
American Expeditionary Forces. 

Almost as soon as Tiley was formally discharged (as a 
private first class) from Fort Dix, N.J., in April 1919 and 
returned to Connecticut, he became involved in the 
early organization of The American Legion. He was 
chosen by the state's temporary committee as one of 
10 to go to St. Louis to represent the state at the 
Legion's second organizational caucus in May. 
Attendees were the core members of Connecticut's 
executive committee; Tiley submitted the application 
for the Essex group's post charter, and his name is 
listed as an incorporator on the application the 
committee made to Connecticut for the state group. 

Post 18 was chartered on July 14,1919 - Bastille Day. 
Tiley became an entrepreneur, founding a factory that 
manufactured parts for machine guns during World 
War II. He was active in the post until his death in 1978. 

- Laura Edwards 
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A Model Tambulance takes a hit 
from a German artillery shell - 
a consequence of getting too 

close to the fighting. Photo courtesy Ed Klekowski 


Gleason rushed into the courtyard and fainted. For 
the year she spent at the Belgian front, she never 
faltered again. However, the wounded always 
affected her more than the dead. Their writhing 
and moaning communicated their pain to her. 

“I had no fear of dying, but I had a fear of being 
mangled,” Gleason wrote. “A red quiver is worse 
than a red calm.” 

Soon after the war began, wealthy Americans 
residing in Paris funded a military hospital in the 
Parisian suburb of Neuilly-sur-Seine. Housed in 
the Lycee Pasteur, a grand building on spacious 
grounds, the American Ambulance took its name 
from the fact that “ambulance” in wartime French 
meant “military hospital.” The hospital had a fleet 
of motor ambulances, the American Ambulance 
Field Service (AAFS). 

One of the drivers was A. Piatt Andrew, an 
interesting personality to whom leadership and 
organization came almost naturally. He had been a 
member of the Harvard faculty (1900-1909), where 
he taught economics; Franklin D. Roosevelt was 
one of his students. President William Howard Taft 
appointed Andrew director of the U.S. Mint 
(1909-1910) and then assistant secretary of the U.S. 
Treasury (1910-1912). When Andrew and Taft’s 
treasury secretary could no longer work together, 
Taft sided with his secretary and asked for 
Andrew’s resignation. 

Andrew left Washington and returned to his 
home in Gloucester, Mass., his professional career 
at a standstill. He wrote to Robert Bacon, president 


of the American military hospital in Paris, about 
a position with the hospital. Bacon owed Andrew a 
favor; Andrew had employed Bacon’s son as his 
personal assistant in the Treasury Department. 
Bacon replied that although he had no manage¬ 
ment positions open, he had something in the 
hospital motor pool. 

After three months of driving an ambulance, 
moving British and Belgian wounded from hospital 
trains to hospitals in Dunkirk, a new position was 
created for Andrew, one that might better utilize 
his talents. He was appointed inspector-general of 
the AAFS, a glamorous title with little substance. 
However, Andrew set out to make the AAFS the 
largest and most significant U.S. volunteer 
organization in the war. 

Realizing that if the AAFS remained a glorified 
taxi service ferrying wounded between hospitals, 
it would have little or no appeal to American 
volunteers, Andrew set out to get his ambulances 
to the front. Because of his previous careers in 
academe and government, he had friends serving 
at the French general military headquarters. 
Through them, he was able to change the rules for 
American ambulances. Now they could serve at 
the front attached to units of the French army. Of 
course, this stretched the concept of American 
neutrality pretty thin. 

By early 1915, two AAFS sections were assigned 
to the French army, one in Alsace and the other in 
Lorraine along the Moselle River. For the AAFS to 
grow, it needed two things: money and drivers 
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Madelon "Glory" Hancock of 
North Carolina takes the wheel of 
her Buick ambulance near the 

Belgian front Photo courtesy Ed Klekowski 



- cash to purchase, ship and repair ambulances, 
and recruits to drive them. Both would primarily 
come from the United States. 

The key figure in the campaign to win the 
hearts and minds and open the pocketbooks of 
Americans was Andrew’s close friend and 
Gloucester neighbor, Henry Davis Sleeper. A noted 
architect and interior designer, Sleeper focused his 
artistic talents on publicity and fundraising. 
Ambulance drivers, many of whom were college- 
educated, were encouraged by Sleeper and Andrew 
to publish their war experiences. Many “driver- 
authors” seemed to love to see their names in 
print. It is because of their accounts that the 
history of the AAFS is so well-documented. During 
the battle of Verdun (1916), Andrew cut ties with 
the American hospital at Neuilly-sur-Seine and the 
American Field Service (AFS) was born. Eventually 
there would be 2,500 AFS volunteers. Probably the 
only World War I volunteer organization still 
extant, AFS today awards scholarships promoting 
international student exchanges. 

The American Volunteer Motor Ambulance 
Corps (AVMAC) arrived at the front in October 
1914. Organized by Richard Norton, an archeolo¬ 
gist and procurer of antiquities for Boston collec¬ 
tions, the AVMAC was the first American volunteer 
ambulance service to enter the war. By the end of 
1916, the corps merged with the Harjes Ambulance 
Corps (aka Morgan-Harjes Unit) to become the 
Norton-Harjes Formation. However, it remained 
small, with probably fewer than 200 men. The 


writers John Dos Passos and E.E. Cummings were 
Norton-Harjes drivers. 

In August 1914, as the German army threatened 
to take Paris, a group of young American men 
appeared at the U.S. Embassy needing legal advice 
from Ambassador Myron Herrick. They wanted to 
join the French army and wondered what effect 
such a decision would have on their U.S. citizen¬ 
ship. Herrick consulted legal texts and realized 
that as Americans, they could not swear allegiance 
to another country, and if they did so it would 
jeopardize their citizenship. Moreover, in joining 
the French army they would be required to swear 
allegiance to France. Herrick’s answer to their 
predicament was the French Foreign Legion; in the 
Foreign Legion, one theoretically swore allegiance 
only to it, not to France. 

If anything characterized Americans who joined 
the Foreign Legion, it was their variety. They had 
only one common denominator: the desire to fight 
for France. The American volunteers included 
prizefighters, at least one deserter, a poet, 
journalists, artists, adventurers of every stripe, 
automobile racers, professors tired of academe, 
less-than-successful actors, engineers and rich 
playboys. Some came from wealth, others did not; 
some were college graduates, others dropouts; 
some managed to at least graduate high school, 
and others did not. Some were black, others white. 
The Foreign Legion was the only military unit of 
World War I in which Americans of different races 
were comrades in arms. 
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A. Piatt Andrew, head of the 
American Ambulance Field 
Service, stands in front of an 
ambulance purchased by the 
town of Gloucester, Mass. Wealthy 
individuals, towns, clubs, 
organizations and colleges 
donated ambulances. 

Photo courtesy American Field Service Archives 


The Foreign Legion was made up in part of the 
dregs of Europe, if not the world. Many legion¬ 
naires were hiding, or escaping, from something 
nefarious in their past. Drunkards, thieves and 
worse, yet seasoned veterans of many battles in 
Algeria and Morocco. For many it was their last 
chance, and for their future they were not 
optimistic. As one put it, “If you are thinking of 
committing suicide, it will do you no harm to try 
the (French Foreign) Legion first.” 

More than 100 Americans joined the Foreign 
Legion, and for many it was suicide; nearly all 
were wounded and half lost their lives. One 
American who did not survive was the poet Alan 
Seeger; famous for his poem “I Have a Rendezvous 
with Death,” Seeger made that rendezvous on July 
4, 1916, at the Somme. His poem was published 
posthumously. 

The Foreign Legion served as a stepping stone 
into the Service Aeronautique for a number of 
Americans. James Bach enlisted Aug. 24, 1914. 
Tired of trench life, he transferred to aviation in 
December. After successfully completing pilot 
training, he went to the front in August 1915. 

On Sept. 23, 1915, Bach was piloting one of a 
pair of planes carrying a couple of saboteurs 
behind German lines. Each plane carried a sabo¬ 
teur in its observer’s seat. They landed on a rough 
pasture, dropped off their passengers, but then 
things went bad, and Bach was captured. He spent 
the war in German prison camps; he was not 
repatriated until the war’s end. He earned the 


double distinction of being the first American 
aviator to fly for the French and the first American 
taken prisoner in the war. He was in captivity so 
long that the Germans made him Herr Direktor of 
the Amerikanischer-Kriegsgefangenen-Klub 
(American POWs Club). 

Another wealthy American who volunteered to 
fly for France was Norman Prince, a Harvard 
graduate (1908) with a law degree from the same 
institution in 1911. Keenly interested in the new 
field of aviation, Prince took flying lessons and 
earned his pilot’s license in 1912. 

Elliot Cowdin came from a wealthy American 
family and was also a graduate of Harvard, class of 
1907. He joined the AAFS in November 1914. 
Cowdin applied and was accepted to flight school. 

Another American aviator flying for the French 
at the beginning of the war was a rich playboy 
named William Thaw. A Yale dropout who learned 
to fly in the United States, in the summer of 1914, 
Thaw was piloting his own airplane on a tour of 
the resorts on the French Riviera. When the war 
began that August, he donated his plane to the 
French government and joined the Foreign 
Legion. By the end of December 1914, Thaw had 
transferred to aviation. 

In December 1915, Thaw, Prince and Cowdin 
obtained leave to visit their families in America. 

US. press coverage of the three pilots and the 
public’s enthusiasm for stories about these 
“knights of the air” persuaded the French to pull 
together the American pilots then serving in 
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On Aug. 21, 1914, newly enlisted 
American volunteers in the French 
Foreign Legion marched across 

Paris. Photo courtesy Ed Klekowski 


various French escadrilles into one unit and reap 
the publicity harvest. For that reason, on April 20, 
1916, the Escadrille Americaine (later renamed the 
Lafayette Escadrille) was officially placed on the 
French roster as escadrille N.124. It was a pursuit 
squadron. The original Escadrille Americaine 
pilots were Prince, Thaw, Cowden, Kiffin 
Rockwell, Victor Chapman, James McConnell and 
Bert Hall. The French commander of the squadron 
was Capt. Georges Thenault. A total of 38 
American pilots flew in N.124, which at any time 
had a roster of 12 to 19 pilots. 

Interest in French aviation exceeded the capacity 
of N.124, so American pilots were assigned to 
other French escadrilles. These volunteers along 
with those in N.124 became members of the 
Lafayette Flying Corps, which had a total of 269 
Americans: 21 were transfers from the Foreign 
Legion and 115 from the various ambulances 
services. Flying was dangerous; nearly 25 percent 
of the 269 died in combat or airplane accidents. 

One American pilot had previous service in both 
the Foreign Legion and the French army. Eugene 
Bullard was an African-American who had joined 
the Foreign Legion in October 1914, when he was 
19. After his regiment’s disbandment due to its 
horrendous losses, he and many other Foreign 
Legion members transferred to the 170th Infantry 
Regiment, an attacking regiment known as Les 
Hirondelles de la Mort (the Swallows of Death). 

The 170th fought at Verdun (1916), where Bullard 
was wounded. For his bravery he received the 
Croix de Guerre, but what next? Not the infantry, 
because he still walked with a limp due to his 
wound. As with so many Americans in the Foreign 
Legion, Bullard was attracted to flying. While 
recuperating, he met the commandant of a nearby 


military airfield, and with his support, Bullard 
transferred to aviation, becoming a pilot in a 
pursuit squadron. 

Besides serving at the front, many Americans 
worked behind the lines dealing with the civilian 
tragedy of the war. Herbert Hoover ran the 
Committee for Relief in Belgium, an organization 
with hundreds of American volunteers engaged in 
collecting, transporting and distributing food and 
clothing in occupied Belgium and France. The 
German invasion triggered a flood of refugees 
(women, children and elderly) entering France 
from the war zone. Many Americans residing in 
Paris, including author Edith Wharton, organized 
charities to help clothe, house and feed these 
displaced unfortunates. Wharton’s war charity 
work was truly extraordinary, and in recognition 
the French bestowed upon her the Chevalier de 
l’Ordre National de la Legion d’honneur. 

It is clear that before the United States joined 
the war on the side of the Allies, thousands of 
Americans were already pushing the limits of 
American neutrality. However, that is only part of 
the story. Many Americans volunteered to aid the 
Central Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary). Their 
history is yet to be written. || 

Ed Klekowski is professor emeritus at the University 
of Massachusetts Amherst. He and his wife , Libby , 
have produced two World War I documentaries for 
public television and written two books about the 
war: “Americans in Occupied Belgium ” and 
“Eyewitnesses to the Great War ” (McFarland). The 
latter is the basis of this article. 

For those interested in Americans who served in 
the German Army , see Klekowski’s “The Kaiser’s 
American ” (Endeavour Press). 
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J im Leavelle just may be indestructible. 

The 97-year-old member of American Legion 
Post 23 in Garland, Texas, is a living, 
breathing participant in two of the 20th century’s 
most significant events. 

A sailor serving aboard USS Whitney , he was at 
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941. Twenty-two years 
later, on Nov. 24, 1963, Leavelle witnessed the 
slaying of John F. Kennedy assassination suspect 
Lee Harvey Oswald. 

How close was he? He was handcuffed to Oswald 
at the time. 

“Those weren’t even my closest calls,” Leavelle 
chuckles, noting times he faced gunfire during his 
25 years with the Dallas Police Department. But 


none compares to the sheer firepower he saw as a 
21-year-old ship’s storekeeper in Hawaii. 

“I was on deck and a boatswain’s mate was 
standing beside me and we were looking across 
the harbor,” he recalls. “He saw the first plane 
coming in. I didn’t notice it. He said, ‘Look at that 
plane. It’s got a red ball on the wing.’ He said they 
must have been using it for practice. But that was 
the plane that was sent first. Then he dropped his 
bombs and went back.” 

Whitney was spared as a target due to its loca¬ 
tion. About a mile and a half from Ford Island, the 
destroyer was not at the center of the large fleet 
that bore the brunt. “The Japanese would come 
over Ford Island and make a turn to the right 
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Two 


Jim Leavelle, 97, holds a print of the famous photograph of the 
moment Jack Ruby shot Lee Harvey Oswald while Oswald was 
handcuffed to Leavelle. The photo was shot by Robert "Bob" Hill 
Jackson of the now-defunct Dallas Times Herald. Photo by Brian Maschino 
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Pearl Harbor survivor Jim Leavelle 
is forever linked with JFK's assassin. 

BY JOHN RAUGHTER 
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because that’s where most of the action was, but 
we were on the other side,” Leavelle says. “One 
came our direction. I don’t know how he got lost. 
He fired a few rounds, I guess at several of us, as it 
passed over.” 

Still, Whitney’s crew saw much of the attack. 
“We did have a good view of everything. A mile 
and a half at sea looks like 150 yards on the 
ground because you can see a lot further on the 
open sea.” 

Though his memories of Pearl Harbor are 
troubling, Leavelle understands the importance of 
giving an eyewitness account. 

“We saw some destroyers going out with big 
fires on the back end of them where they had got 


hit,” he says. “The battleship Nevada was trying to 
get out of there, burning on each end, front and 
back, and you could see the firemen fighting it, 
and they had their guns going. They made a lot of 
wartime movies later on, but none could match 
what the scene looked like to us.” 

Leavelle manned his battle station, although it 
was not an effective one. “I was a loader on a 
5-inch gun,” he says. “It would shoot 40 or 50 
miles, so if you fired it could kill someone in 
Honolulu, but it was useless here.” 

While Leavelle did incur an injury during his 
time in the Navy, it happened prior to Dec. 7, 1941. 
A wake from a rough Pacific storm struck Whitney 
and threw him over the rail of a stairwell onto a 
steel floor, shattering his knees. “After the attack, 
the doctors would only assign me to shore duty,” 
he says. “One doctor said he would never approve 
sea duty because he was afraid my knee wouldn’t 
hold up, and I couldn’t man a battle station. Since 
they weren’t going to send me to sea, I got out.” 

After a few jobs in the civilian workforce, 
Leavelle joined the Dallas Police Department in 
1950. “I thought my previous injuries might hinder 
me, but I passed the physical test without any 
problems, and the rest is history.” 

Major history, actually. Wearing a light suit and 
a cowboy hat, Leavelle is a prominent figure in the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning photograph of Lee Harvey 
Oswald grimacing in pain the moment he is shot 
by Dallas nightclub owner Jack Ruby. Leavelle, 
by this time a homicide detective, had earlier 
interrogated Oswald for the slaying of Dallas 
police officer J.D. Tippit, who was killed about 45 
minutes after President John F. Kennedy. 

“I started talking to him,” Leavelle says of the 
interrogation. “He was real polite. He wasn’t 
arguing or anything. Of course he wasn’t 
answering them truthful. He answered one 
question that I snapped on real quick. When 
I asked him about shooting the police officer, he 
said, T hadn’t shot anybody!’ Well, that’s not the 
answer to that question.” 

His interrogation was interrupted by a police 
captain who asked Oswald where he worked. 

When Oswald answered that he worked at the 
School Book Depository, Leavelle lost his prisoner 
and Oswald became the prime suspect of a much 
bigger murder case. 
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Media quickly descended on the Dallas police 
station. Moving Oswald from station offices to 
jail became a logistical challenge as reporters 
crowded the halls. During a walk-through prior to 
the Ruby encounter, Leavelle felt something move 
near his legs. 

“There was a reporter with a camera trying to 
take a picture,” he says. “I gave him the backside 
of my foot and tried to send 
him about 10 feet down the 
hallway. I didn’t have any 
trouble with him after that.” 

The trouble began at 
11:21 a.m. Nov. 24. Moments 
earlier, Leavelle had prepared 
Oswald for another walk 
from the station offices. 

“I said, ‘Lee, if anybody 
shoots at you, I hope they’re 
as good a shot as you are,’ 
because he had a marksman¬ 
ship rating in the Marines. 

And he started laughing at 
that. But that’s another 
mistake. I complimented him 
and he liked the compliment 
about his good shooting. 

That’s what he wanted 
people to think about him - 
to think good things about him.” 

When they walked into the basement, Leavelle 
instantly recognized Ruby. Years earlier as a beat 
officer, Leavelle had been responsible for ensuring 
the city’s nightclubs closed by midnight in accor¬ 
dance with Texas law. Leavelle describes Ruby as 
one of the more pleasant club owners he dealt 
with. “If I ever asked him anything, he’d tell me, 
and he always told me the truth,” he says. 

This encounter was different. 

“When I turned the corner and was facing Ruby, 
I recognized him, but he had that pistol in his left 
hand pressed against his left leg,” Leavelle says. 
“But all those reporters and police officers weren’t 
looking down. They were looking up here (face- 
level) when I came in, to see what he (Oswald) 
looked like. But (Ruby) switched that pistol over to 
his right hand, and I knew immediately what was 
going to happen. So I tried to grab Ruby. I got my 
hand on his shoulder, not good enough to do much 
with him, and I was pulling Oswald behind me at 
the same time.” 

Ruby got his shot off into Oswald, but Leavelle 
credits his police partner L.C. Graves with saving 
his own life by grabbing the pistol. “L.C. had the 


cylinder of that pistol and I knew he wasn’t going 
to turn it loose, and I knew that nobody could pull 
that trigger as long as L.C. held that,” he says. “But 
he already moved over enough. Ruby was still 
working his finger on his trigger trying to get off a 
shot. Had he gotten it off, I would have caught it 
here (the chest). If my partner hadn’t grabbed that 
cylinder, I wouldn’t be here talking to you today.” 

Oswald lost consciousness 
and died that day. 

Leavelle doesn’t buy 
into conspiracy theories 
surrounding the Kennedy 
assassination. “We didn’t 
leave anything out,” he says. 
“We had run everything 
down to the last inch.” 

So why did Ruby kill 
Oswald? “Same reason 
Oswald did it,” Leavelle says. 
“He wanted recognition. He 
wanted to be thought some¬ 
thing of.” 

When it came time to 
transfer Ruby to jail, the 
suspect was understandably 
nervous. “He was wanting to 
borrow my hat and get my 
jacket and camouflage 
himself. I said, ‘Jack, nobody’s going to shoot you. 
In the first place, you ain’t worth killing.’ He said, 
‘Well, all I wanted to do was be a hero, but it looks 
like I just messed things up.’ I said, ‘You can say 
that again.’” 

Leavelle is a beloved figure by the Dallas Police 
Department, which named its Detective of the Year 
Award after him. Although Pearl Harbor led the 
United States into the bloodiest war of the 20th 
century, Leavelle says it’s the JFK assassination he 
is asked about most often. “So many people were 
too small back during the Pearl Harbor days,” he 
says. “I (also) think it’s because the president they 
saw and were closer to.” 

Born just a year after The American Legion’s 
founding, the legendary lawman has witnessed a 
lot of history. As far as Kennedy goes, Leavelle is 
neither a fan nor a critic. “I’m like everybody else,” 
he says. “I don’t think I voted for him, but I don’t 
think I disliked him. I don’t know that I ever hated 
any politician. If you try to hate somebody, you’re 
just wasting your time.” || 

John Raughter is press secretary for The American 
Legion's national commander. 



Leavelle, a World War II Navy veteran and former 
homicide detective, was present at the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941, and the 
fatal shooting of JFK assassin Lee Harvey Oswald 
by Jack Ruby on Nov. 24, 1963. Photo by Brian Maschino 
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The best walk-in tub just got better with breakthrough technology! Presenting the all new Safe Step 
Walk-In Tub featuring MicroSoothe? An air system so revolutionary, it oxygenates, softens and 
exfoliates skin, turning your bath into a spa-like experience. Constructed 
and built right here in America for safety and durability from the 
ground up, and with more standard features than any other tub. 

/ Heated seat providing warmth from beginning to end 

/ Carefully engineered hydro-massage jets strategically placed to 
target sore muscles and joints 

/ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime 
warranty on the entire tub 

/ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low, 
affordable price 

You’ll agree - there just isn’t a better, more affordable walk-in 
tub on the market. 


SPECIAL OFFER 
FOR VETERANS! 

Call today and receive exclusive savings of up to 

$1500 OFF 

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY 

Call Toll-Free 1-800-662-3295 



walk-in tub cex 
www.BuySafeStep.com 


For your FREE information kit 
and DVD, and our Senior 
Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free 
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A glimpse of the holiday through Americans' eyes during World War I. 

BY DORAN CART 


O nce the United States entered World War I 
in 1917, names in the newspapers and on 
the moving picture rolls became part of the 
American lexicon: the Western Front, Prussia, 
Alsace-Lorraine and Flanders, among others. 
Battlefields like the Somme, Verdun and Ypres 
stirred the imagination and stoked the fears of 
many. Australians, New Zealanders and Serbs 
traveled across the country training the rookies. 
Doughboys would be transported to Brest, 

France, reviewed by King George V of England, 
discover the Meuse River and die as far away as 
Murmansk, Russia. 

The Navy patrolled the East Coast for German 
submarines, called U-boats, and protected the 
waters around Gibraltar and Corfu. Atlantic 
convoy duty shepherded merchant and transport 
ships across enemy-infested waters. The Navy sank 
a German submarine, U-58, off what is now Cobb, 
Ireland. Floating explosive mines were placed in 
the North Sea. 

In 1917, the world map got a lot bigger for 
Americans. But those who served overseas took 
their family and cultural traditions with them, 
including their celebration of Christmas. 

The first mention of the holiday by an American 
“over there” came from Frederic Coleman, a 
volunteer serving with the 2nd Cavalry Brigade 
Headquarters, British Expeditionary Force. 


“A couple of Somerset (infantry) bandsmen 
told me a day or so after Christmas (1914) what 
occurred at Ploegsteert on Christmas Day,” he 
wrote. “A German bloke had a cornet, and he could 
play it grand. He just made it talk. The songs and 
the tunes the cornet feller played seemed more and 
more like ones we knew. At last came that cornet 
with ‘Home, Sweet Home’ and nobody could keep 
still, we all sang - Huns, English and all. As day 
broke the Somersets saw the Saxons on top of their 
trenches. Soon they called out, ‘Come over and 
visit us, we are Saxons/ No shots were fired. Some 
of our chaps changed cigars and cigarettes with 
them Huns and had talks of all sorts of things.” 

Two and a half years later, the United States 
joined the fight, and many thought the war would 
be over by Christmas. That didn’t happen, though, 
and doughboys made the most of the holiday 
wherever they were at. In a letter from France, one 
soldier described that first Christmas overseas: 
“Like every other outfit that was well quartered, 
we had a tree up in the square and presents for all 
the French youngsters .... Three of my Christmas 
packages came on Christmas Eve ... smokes and 
eats and socks and all the things I had been 
hankering for ever since my arrival.” 

Folks at home could send packages to troops 
overseas as long as they were 3 pounds or less and 
no larger than 9 inches by 4 inches by 3 inches. 
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Christmas 
Overseas 


Doran Cart is senior curator at the National World 
War I Museum and Memorial in Kansas City , Mo. 


slum (a stew of beef, potatoes, onions and carrots) 
and dessert of a spoonful of Karo syrup. 

During the Allied occupation of Germany 
following the armistice, American troops in 
Coblenz raised a Christmas tree in front of the 
government building. Covered in long strands of 
lights, it brightened the area after dusk. As live 
music entertained the large crowd of soldiers and 
German civilians, local children received paper 
trumpets and other goodies pulled from soldiers’ 
pockets. For the first time in years, the windows 
were lit, and a lighted cross was placed on top of 
the building. 

In a letter dated Dec. 24, 1918, Sgt. 1st Class 
Charles Stevenson of Company A, 314th Engineers, 
89th Division, wrote, “Just a few feet from me are 
members of a typical German family, throwing up 
a tiny Christmas tree, decorating it thoroughly in 
accordance with all respect due to the famed 
Christmas tree.” 

For American servicemen and women in World 
War I, far from home and hearth, Christmas still 
managed to bring some joy and peace. || 


Images courtesy National World War I Museum and Memorial 


Packages were sent free of charge from Hoboken, 
N.J. Perishable items were discouraged; the most 
requested items were cigarettes, tobacco, warm 
clothing items, soap and anti-flea (cooties) powder. 

Santa Claus even made appearances among 
American troops, delivering treats of the season. 
One YMCA volunteer, Don R. Guthrie, arrived in a 
full red outfit, complete with a wispy cotton beard 
and a papier-mache mask, ironically made in 
Germany in 1912. His outfit is in the collection of 
the National World War I Museum and Memorial 
in Kansas City, Mo. 

On Dec. 20, 1918, Stars and Stripes reported that 
“the Commander-in-Chief of the Army of the 
United States (President Woodrow Wilson) will be 
with his troops on Christmas Day. He will take his 
Christmas dinner in the A.E.F. training area. He 
will tell them something of his future plans for 
their welfare and that of the country which they 
have so well served.” 

Army nurse Florence Edith Hemphill, serving 
with a British hospital, wrote her sister on Dec. 17, 
1918, that she bought 12 pounds of chocolate from 
the American commissary in Paris for her patients 
for Christmas. “I don’t have any idea when I will 
be coming home,” she wrote. “Think there will be 
a change the first of the year, but whether I am 
sent home or not I don’t know. Would rather like to 
go on into Germany (with the occupation forces).” 

The 1918 Christmas dinner menu for Base 
Hospital 202, American Expeditionary Forces in 
Orleans, France, included “roast young turkey, 
sage dressing, mashed potatoes, creamed carrots, 
lettuce salad, fruit cake, chocolates, English 
walnuts and coffee.” This was a far cry from the 
doughboy’s normal fare of hard tack and coffee or 
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American Legion National Commander Denise H. Rohan gives 
her opening remarks at the National Executive Committee's Fall 
Meetings in Indianapolis on Oct. 1 7. Photo by Clay Lomneth 

FALL MEETINGS 

Legion: ‘America’s family’ 

American Legion National Commander Denise H. Rohan 
said the organization is living out her Family First! initiative, 
from hosting community Veterans Day dinners to military 
support to hurricane relief. 

By mid-October, for example, 128 Legion Family members 
had received nearly $65,500 in National Emergency Fund 
(NEF) grants, which help cover the cost of shelter, food, 
clothing and other immediate needs while families are 
displaced from their homes. 

"We, The American Legion, help people who most likely 
would not have been helped otherwise," Texas National 
Executive Committeeman Butch Sparks said. "When you see 
a 4-year-old kid with no shoes, and you are able to give him 
what he needs... it makes you feel honored to be a member 
of the Legion." 

Throughout the NEC's Fall Meetings in Indianapolis, 

Legion leaders supported disaster relief efforts by 
presenting more than $17,000 in checks to Rohan for the NEF. 
Other Legion program donations included $28,700 for 
Operation Comfort Warriors and $3,100 for the Legacy 
Scholarship Fund. 

With Veterans Day in sight, Rohan asked Legion posts to 
open their doors to the people of their towns and cities by 
hosting dinners. "We can't support our communities if 
people don't know we exist," she said. "Let your community 
know that we are also America's family." 

■ The NEC passed Resolution 1, reaffirming the Legion's 
"unwavering support for the American way of life" under the 
U.S. Constitution. Res. 1 urges Americans and freedom- 
loving people everywhere "to stand united in their respect" 
for each other and for U.S. troops and law-enforcement 
officials who place themselves in harm's way, as well as for 
"symbols and customs serving as tangible images" of 
freedom. The resolution calls on the Legion to promote "a 
united nation and a united American people." 

■ The NEC also passed Res. 3, authorizing a donation of 
$300,000 to help with construction of a national World War I 
memorial at Pershing Park in Washington, D.C. 


Selected resolutions 
from the Fall Meetings 

AMERICANISM 

17 Enter into agreement with Old Guard for continued 
access to Arlington National Cemetery for American 
Legion programs and events 

INTERNAL AFFAIRS 

9 Award Congressional Gold Medal to Chinese- 
American veterans of World War II 

11 Establish national park and federal recreational 
land pass for honorably discharged veterans 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 

21 Re-establish the 21st Century Ad Hoc Committee 

VETERANS AFFAIRS & REHABILITATION 

12 Oppose efforts to require any governmental agency 
to align its drug-pricing structure with that of VA 

VETERANS EMPLOYMENT & EDUCATION 

19 Expand employment services to non-service- 
connected disabled veterans 

The full text of all 20 resolutions can be found online: 

© archive.legion.org 



Photo by Clay Lomneth 


VERBATIM 

When's the last time you saw 67 
senators agree on anything? Or 290 
members of the House? That really 
tells you something about how highly 
regarded the Legion is on Capitol Hill. 

Sen. Todd Young, R-Ind., who co-sponsored the American 
Legion 100th Anniversary Commemorative Coin Act 
in Congress. The House version had more co-sponsors than 
any coin bill in a decade. President Trump signed it Oct. 6. 
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Breakthrough technology converts phone calls to captions. 


New amplified phone lets you 


hear AND see the conversation. 

The Hamilton® CapTel® Captioned Telephone converts phone conversations 
to easy-to-read captions for individuals with hearing loss. 



Do you get discouraged when 
you hear your telephone ring? 

Do you avoid using your phone 
because hearing difficulties make 
it hard to understand the person 
on the other end of the line? For 
many Americans the telephone 
conversation - once an important 
part of everyday life - has become 
a thing of the past. Because they 
can’t understand what is said 
to them on the phone, they’re 
often cut off from friends, family, 
doctors and caregivers. Now, 
thanks to innovative technology 
there is finally a better way. 

A simple idea... made possible 
with sophisticated technology. 

If you have trouble understanding 
a call, captioned telephone can 
change your life. During a phone 
call the words spoken to you 
appear on the phone’s screen - 
similar to closed captioning on 
TV. So when you make or receive 
a call, the words spoken to you 
are not only amplified by 
the phone, but scroll across 
the phone so you can listen 
while reading everything 
that’s said to you. Each 
call is routed through a call 
center, where computer 
technology - aided by a live 
representative - generates 
voice-to-text translations. 

The captioning is real-time, 
accurate and readable. 

Your conversation is private 
and the captioning service 
doesn’t cost you a penny. Internet 
Protocol Captioned Telephone 
Service (IP CTS) is regulated 
and funded by the Federal 
Communications Commission 
(FCC) and is designed exclusively 
for individuals with hearing loss. 
To learn more, visit www.fcc.gov. 
The Hamilton CapTel phone 
requires telephone service and 
high-speed Internet access. 


WiFi Capable. Callers do not 
need special equipment or a 
captioned telephone in order 
to speak with you. 

Finally... a phone 
you can use again. 

The Hamilton CapTel 
phone is also 
packed with 
features to help 
make phone 
calls easier. 

The keypad 
has large, ^ 

easy to use 
buttons. You 

get adjustable ' I / / /, 

volume amplification 
along with the ability to 
save captions for review later. It 
even has an answering machine 
that provides you with the 
captions of each message. 




HAMIRJ&N 


•mil iiv 


SEE what 
you've been 
missing! 


"For years I avoided phone 
calls because I couldn't 
understand the caller... 
now I don't miss a thing!" 

See for yourself with our 
exclusive home trial. Try a 

captioned telephone in your 
own home and if you are not 
completely amazed, simply 
return it within 60-days for a 
refund of the product purchase 
price. It even comes with a 
5-year warranty. 

Captioned 
Telephone 

Call now for our special 
introductory price! 

Call now Toll-Free 

1 - 888 - 464-1790 

Please mention promotion code 107553. 

The Captioning Telephone is intended for use by people with hearing loss. In purchasing a Captioning Telephone, you 
acknowledge that it will be used by someone who cannot hear well over a traditional phone. Hamilton is a registered 
trademark of Nedelco, Inc, d/b/a Hamilton Telecommunications. CapTel is a registered trademark of Ultratec, Inc. 
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CAREERS 

Networking 2.0 

Job searching has 
changed remarkably over 
the past 10 years. The 
Internet has transformed 
the entire job-search 
landscape. However, the 
most important thing 
hasn't changed at all. Ask 
yourself these two 
questions: 

■ What was the best job search strategy/action 
10 years ago? Networking. 

■ What is today's best job search strategy/action? 
Networking. 

The fundamental process of networking has 
not changed and is still the best way to find a job. 
What has changed are the tools that expedite the 
networking process - namely, Linkedln and 
Facebook, along with other online resources 
where you can identify people you know and 
people you want to know because they work in 
the industry and/or profession you are targeting. 
NETWORKING TIERS The best professional 
networks are multi-tiered. Your tier-1 contacts are 
the people you know (co-workers and colleagues, 
past supervisors and managers, alumni 
organizations, neighbors, friends, people you 
know from professional and/or community 
associations, realtors, financial advisers). Email 
your resume and a short networking letter to 
them with the goal of getting two to three 
referrals to people they know. Those individuals 
will comprise your tier-2 network. 

When you email your tier-2 contacts, include 
the name of the person who referred you, 
communicate your professional expertise, inquire 
about opportunities and ask for referrals to two 
to three others: your tier-3 contacts. The bigger 
your network, the more opportunities you'll 
uncover. 

TOTAL JOB SEARCH Your search plan will most 
likely include other activities: emailing your 
resume and letter in response to print and online 
job postings, uploading your resume to other 
employment websites, sending your resume to 
recruiters who specialize in your profession, or 
writing a blog or posting online articles. All these 
activities and others will allow for a totally 
integrated campaign, but always remember that 
networking will score the most and best 
opportunities 99 percent of the time. 

Wendy Enelowis co-author of "Modernize Your 
Resume: Get Noticed ... Get Hired" and "Expert 
Resumes for Military-to-Civilian Transitions" 
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ACTIVE DUTY 

Milley’s myths 

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Mark Milley has identified five myths 
about modern warfare the American public needs to reject. As 
Military Times reports, the myths include: 

Wars will be short. "There are wars that have been short in the 
past, but they're pretty rare," Milley observes. "Wars have a logic of 
their own sometimes, and they move in directions that are highly 
unexpected." 

You can win wars from afar. Wars "are about imposing your 
political will, and they're about people. And I can tell you with a 
high degree of certainty that human beings can survive horrific 
things from afar... To impose your political will on the enemy 
typically requires you, at the end of the day, to close with and 
destroy that enemy up close with ground forces." 

Special Forces can do it all. "I'm a proud Green Beret, 

I love Special Forces," he said. "Special Forces are designated 
Special Forces, with that name, for a reason. They are special. They 
do certain special activities ... The one thing they are not designed 
to do is win a war... They can do raids, they can train other countries 
... Winning a war by themselves is not one of their tasks." 

Armies are easy to create. "There's a myth that you can just bring 
kids into the military, march them around a field a little bit, six to 
eight weeks of training and - boom - you've got an army... Wrong 
answer. It takes a considerable amount of time to build armies, 
navies, air forces and Marine Corps, especially in today's 
environment with complex weapons systems." 

Armies fight wars. "Armies don't fight wars. Navies, air forces - 
they don't fight wars. Nations fight wars ... It takes the full 
commitment of the entire nation to fight wars." 









ATTENTION VETERANS! 


ACORN 

STAIRLIFTS 


Call now for your special offer! 



A PERFECT SOLUTION FOR: 

^ Arthritis and COPD sufferers 

*/ Those with mobility issues 

Anyone who struggles on 
the stairs 
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$250 
OFF! 

CALL TODAY! 

Save $250 and receive your 
FREE information kit with DVD! 


1 - 866 - 261-7199 


Acorn Stairlifts has an A+ Rating with 
the Better Business Bureau, and is the 
only stairlift in the world to earn the 
Ease of Use Commendation from the 
Arthritis Foundation. 


*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid 
on refurbished models. Only valid towards purchase of a NEW Acorn Stairlift directly from 
the manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied to new orders. Please mention this ad 
when calling. AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB 198506, 
Rl 88, WA AC0RNSI8940B, WV WV049654, MA HIC169936, NJ 13VH07752300, PA 
PA101967, CT ELV 0425003-R5. 




ORDER BY NOON (CT) DEC 19th 

FOR CHRISTMAS DELIVERY 


KansasCitySteaks.com 
SEARCH PRIORITY CODE: M712AL 

call 800 793 9144 


Offer expires 12/31/2017. 
*Add $9.95 shipping. 
Applies to standard 
delivery only. Limit of 5 
shipments per customer. 
Steaks and 10 (4 oz) 
Steakburgers ship in 
the same cooler to the 
same address. Additional 
shipping charges apply 
for Alaska and Hawaii. 

Not valid with other offers. 


B ST AB i/6 , 




10 (5 oz) Top Sirloin Steaks 
'#V275) Now $49.99* 


































REYNOLDS 


RAPID FIRE 


SPORTS 


William Reynolds ^ 
runs in the men's 
IT2 100m heat at 
the Invictus Games. 


PHOTOS BY CLAY LOMNETH 


September's Invictus Games in Toronto featured 
wounded warriors from Team USA winning medals in 
numerous events against veteran athletes from around the 
world. Nearly 550 competitors - including 90 Americans, 
both veterans and servicemembers alike - competed in 12 
sports, such as indoor rowing, weightlifting, wheelchair 
basketball, and track and field. 

After attending the Wounded Warrior Games in 2013 in 
Colorado, Prince Harry of England - a veteran of the British 
army - was inspired to create a similar international event, 
leading to the Invictus Games. 




above: Amy Dotson competes in the recumbent cycling race. 
far left: Kelly Elmlinger is awarded the gold medal in the 
women's 100m. left: Christy Wise competes in the women's IF1/ 
IF2 shot put. bottom: Sean Johnson competes in the men's IF4 
discus throw. 

Several Legionnaires competed in Toronto, including: 

■ Retired Marine Sgt. Anthony McDaniel of Gautier 
Vancleave Post 1992 in Gautier, Miss., a triple amputee 
from an IED attack. He competed in wheelchair rugby, 
wheelchair basketball and indoor rowing, and won two 
bronze medals in track and field. 

■ Retired Army Staff Sgt. Sean Johnson, a member of 
Sidney L. Smith Post 24 in Aberdeen, S.D., who is legally 
blind as the result of a traumatic brain injury. He 
competed in track and field, swimming and cycling. 

■ Retired Air Force Master Sgt. Amy Dotson of American 
Legion Post 1000 in Jefferson City, Mo., who has multiple 
sclerosis. She competed in cycling and track and field, and 
won two silver and two bronze medals in swimming. 

For more photos from the Invictus Games, go online: 

© www.legion.org/magazine/photos 
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HARBOR FREIGHT 

. . .. 


SUPER COUPON SUPER COUPON I 


800+ Stores Nationwide or HarborFreight.com 


^ SUPER COUPON : CENTRAL IIMATIC 




.50 CAL METAL AMMO CAN, 

Customer Rating, 

□ □nm i 

r E!UH 




COUPON 

21 GALLON, 2.5 HP, 125 PSI 
VERTICAL OIL-LUBE 
AIR COMPRESSOR 

Customer Rating 

nnnz\ 

Air delivery: 

5.8 CFM @40 PSI, 

4.7 CFM @ 90 PSI « 



compareto $1099 

BLACKHAWK mode®oo32 


M 63750 $1CQ9 

81 shown 

II III! Hill Nil II iii mi I 


ITEM 69091/61454 
62803/63635/67847 shown 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 


1 COMPARETO 

$219 

1 HUSKY 

MODEL: C201H 


WITH ANY PURCHASE | 

6 PIECE PITTSBURGH * 1 

SCREWDRIVER 
SET 

• Magnetic Tips 

• Ergonomic Handles 

COMPARETO $797 

HUSKY MODEL: 20210003 

ITEM 62728/62583 

47770/62570 shown L,FET,IV,E warranty 


a II llll II l lll 111 H ill llll II 

J 4678563^ 


LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior purchase. 
Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. 
I Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges may apply if not 
picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. 
I Valid through 3/14/18. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day. 



m 


■ 


^4olw m Ax^s'i^mT^ 
s 


3200 RUNNING WATT! 

6.5 HP (212 CC) GAS GENERATOR 

•GFCI outlets 


SUPER COUPON 

Customer Rating 

□□□nn 




RAPID PUMP® 

3 TON LOW PROFILE 
HEAVY DUTY STEEL A 
FLOOR JACK 

•Weighs 73 Ib^ 20 " 

Customer Rating 

nnnnn 


Wheel 
kit sold 
separately. 

ITEM 69676/69729/63080/63079 shown 


ITEM 69728/63090/63089, CALIFORNIA ONLY 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 


BRUSHLESS BLOWER 

Customer Rating 

□□□□□ I 



^supIrcouponI 


12 VOLT MAGNETIC 
TOWING LIGHT KIT 


IM3 


$ 329 " 


COMPARETO $1 QQQ 
HONDA modeKoTx 




COMPARETO $3359 
ETRAILER MODEL: TL21RK 





MECHANIC'S GLOVES 

Customer Rating 

□□□ □□ 

IMA'U 


10 FT. x 10 FT. PORTABLE SHED 

Customer Rating 

□□□□ 


ITEM 63284 


1 COMPARETO 

$199 

1 DEWALT r 

/I0DEL: DCBL790B 




ITEM 63297 _ 

11111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 


Bauer 


20 VOLT LITHIUM CORDLESS 


SUPER COUPON 

WEW 

1/2" COMPACT DRILL/DRIVER KIT 

• 450 in. lbs. of torque 

• 1.5 amp hour battery, 

• Weighs 3.4 lbs. 

Customer Rating 


RISK FREE TRIAL 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


ITEM 63531 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 




SUPER COUPON 


1000 lb. capacity 


18 M x12 n 
MOVER S DOLLY 


MOVER S DDL 

Customer Rating k * 

nn 1 1 iRiKl V iii 

m 


E$W» 

* ITEM 611 
6 

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 


ITEM 61899/60497/63095/63096 
63098/63097/93888 shown 


COUPON 

OUTDOUR STRING LIGHTS 

I Customer Rating 

□□GEO 




COUPON 


r PITTSBURGH BSSS3 L 

1 TON CAPACITY 
^ FOLDABLE SHOP CRANE 

• Boom extends from 
j. Customer Rating 36-1 / 4" to 50-1/4" 

■1 • Crane height adjusts 

UUUU from 82" to 94" 



HsfiSlMaster. 


72" x 80" 

MOVING 

BLANKET 


Customer Rating 

nnnnn 


COMPARETO 

LOWE'S 

$1999 

MODEL: 77280 


irough 3/14/18* LIMIT 7 -Coupon valid through 3/14/18* 

^SUplRCOUPONfaVM->:W.:j=i|~^, 

i V l i l l J CCUD 10 10 PP1 



Wj\M 

H?TEVI69505/62418/66537 shown 
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46858576 

LIMIT 9 - Coupon valid through 3/14/18* 


6.5 HP (212 CC) OHV 
HORIZONTAL SHAFT 
GAS ENGINE 

Customer Rating 

nnnnn 



468601« 

LIMIT 5 ■ Coupon valid through 3/14/18* 


1 1500 lb. capacity 


COMPARETO $149 

REESE MODEL: 74554700 


^ SUPER COUPON : ^ SUPER COUPON 


f \ 0u^«« Rrtfl TWO TIER | TILTING FLAT PANEL TV MOUNT 

l ^ QE3E30D COLLAPSIBLE, n . 17 6i b caoacitv S Cus,ome,Ratin 9 
t. *■ EASY-STORE I 176lb capacity / □□□□□ 

► STEP LADDER, 1 . .. If 

• E511 “"■* 1 mM 

$24s» 




COMPARETO $33^8 
WERNER MODEL: S322A-1 


$2gs» 

ITEM 67514 
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46860397 

i 

i 
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IIIIIIIIIII llll llllllllllllllllllilllllllll 

4G872749 

LIMIT 5 ■ Coupon valid through 3/14/18* 

x - 

LIMIT 9 ■ Coupon valid through 3/14/18* 

LIMIT 6 - Coupon valid through 3/14/18* 

. X - 

LIMIT 4 - Coupon valid through 3/14/18* 


ITEM 62289/61807 shown 


Original coupon only. No use on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase or without original receipt. Valid through 3/14/18. 


location. No other meaning of “Compare” or "< 


, go to HarborFreight.com or see store associate. 













































































































RAPID FIRE 


HONOR & REMEMBRANCE 

‘The horn 
is his life’ 

World War II veteran sounds 
taps every evening at sunset. 



Photo by Lucas Carter 


Bruce Benson served in World War II, 
flew as a commercial airplane pilot and 
owned a furniture store. 

Musician, though, is the title he 
cherishes most. Music connected him 
to his wife, Jane, before, during and 
after their 68-year marriage. "Music 
was all over our relationship," says 
Benson, 92, a member of American 
Legion Post 322 in Webb City, Mo. 

To honor her memory, as well as his 
fellow military veterans, Benson 
emerges from his historic home - a 
converted 1937 theater - in Webb City 
every night at sunset to sound taps. 

In her final days, Jane wrote some 
notes, one of which inspired Benson's 
nightly remembrance. "May our family 
stay strong in Christian faith, in family 
love and patriotism," she wrote before 
she passed away in December 2014. 

Neither snow nor rain nor heat nor 
gloom of night keep Benson from 
performing his evening ritual, across 
the street from the town post office. 
(However, when lightning crashes his 
party, Benson stays inside and plays a 
recording of taps instead.) 

Benson is often accompanied by his 


friend Dave Bergland, who served in the 
Marine Corps. Together, they often play 
the national anthem before taps during 
their 15-minute warmup. 

"People ask us why we do this," 
Benson says. "It's to commemorate our 
fallen heroes, other people who are 
still serving, and because of what my 
wife wrote in her memoirs." 

Benson met Jane at Fort Crowder, 
Mo., in the early 1940s, when he was in 
a 60-piece Army band and she was a 
dancer for the USO. "I was sitting on 
the bandstand one night and she came 
over," Benson recalls. "She looked up at 
me and said, 'Could you play two 
courses of "Southern Fried" with a 
four-bar intro?' She was so pretty and 
very sweet. I said, 'Yes, I think we can 
do that.' And that was the beginning of 
our romance." He accepted Jane's 
invitation to dinner the following 
Sunday night. 

They married in March 1946 after 
Benson returned from the war. "She is 
still deep in my heart," he says softly. 

"I have wonderful memories." 

Jane is never far from Benson's 
thoughts, whether he's at home or out 


playing one of his horns. Every Sunday 
he plays at their church, First 
Presbyterian of Webb City. He also 
performs at veterans' funerals and 
other events when invited. 

American Legion Post 322 
Commander Donald Wooten says 
Benson performs at all the post's 
ceremonies. "We love him," Wooten 
said. "The horn is his life. There should 
be more people doing this in our 
country, but there are few like him." 

Bergland - a self-described 
"wingman" to Benson - reveres the 
older veteran. Their friendship began 
shortly after Bergland heard taps as he 
drove past Benson's home. He showed 
up the following night, and the two 
musicians hit it off. They perform 
together at other events; last Fourth of 
July, Benson arranged for them to play 
at five different ceremonies. 

"You can't keep up with him," 
Bergland says. "He's incredible." 

- Henry Howard 


WATCH A VIDEO ONLINE 
© legion.org/legiontv 


VERBATIM 

It is unconscionable that VA staff would cover up mistakes or malpractice by 
VA clinicians. This is exactly why The American Legion pressed Congress to 
provide the secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs increased 
authorities to protect whistleblowers and hold medical providers and staff 
accountable for their performance. 

American Legion National Commander Denise H. Rohan, on reports by USA Today 
that VA has for years concealed mistakes and misdeeds by staff members 
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Includes genuine leather sheath 


Steel Yourself 


ADVERTISEMENT 


August Knife non offer code price $ 449 * 

Offer Code Price Only $59 + S&P Save $90 

1-800-333-2045 

Your Insider Offer Code: AGK183-01 

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price. 

4 | 14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. AGK183-01 

^ K' Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 WWW. Stauer. CO m 

* Discount is only for customers who use the offer code versus the listed original 5tauer.com price. 

• 7 Vi" overall length • Genuine Damascus steel blade • Stainless steel guard • Leather handle • 


What customers are saying 
about Stauer knives... 

★ ★★★★ 

“Very hefty , well-built knife 
and sheath . Extremely good- 
looking and utilitarian. ” 

— R., Lacey, Washington 


At $59 y this blade of legendary Damascus 
steel is a real steal 

D amascus steel is the stuff of legend. Using a technique first mastered 
in the ancient city, swords made from Damascus steel were known to 
slice gun barrels in half and separate single strands of hair in two, even if 
the hair simply floated down onto the blade. 

Now, you can be a part of the legend. The 7 Vi" 

August Knife features a blade of modern Damascus 
steel, inspired by the production techniques and 
legends of history. Damascus steel blade knives 
can cost thousands. So, at $59, the price itself is 
also legendary. 

Once a lost art, we sought out a knifemaker who 
has resurrected the craftsmanship of Damascus steel 
to create th e August Knife. The elusive, ancient 

production technique mixes different steel alloys to form a super steel— 
the outcome is a beautiful one-of-a-kind pattern of banding and mottling 
reminiscent of flowing water. 

With the August Knife you re getting the best blade 
money can buy. What you wont get is the inflated 
price tag. We know a thing or two about the hunt— 
like how to seek out and capture an outstanding, 
collector s-quality knife that wont cut into your 
bank account. 

Limited availability. Only a handful of artisans 
make these blades, with each handcrafted knife 
taking months to perfect. We currently can get less 
than 1500 this year, so we cant promise they 11 stick 
around for long— especially at this price. Call today! 
Your satisfaction is 100% guaranteed. If you don’t 
feel like we cut you a fair deal, send it back within 
30 days for a complete refund of the item price. But 
we believe once you wrap your fingers around the 
August’s handle and experience the beauty of its 
Damascus steel blade, you’ll be ready to carve out 
your own legend. 


Limited 
Collector 
Edition 




BONUS! Call today and 
you , ll also receive this 
genuine leather sheath! 


Stauer.. .Afford the Extraordinary. 
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THE GREAT 

WAR 


100 


HONOR & REMEMBRANCE 

‘Probably we shan’t 
sail before spring’ 

Editor's note: Throughout the Great War's 
centennial, The American Legion Magazine will 
publish excerpts from the letters of D.B. "Bernard" 
Ryan of Albion, N.Y., who served as an Army infantry 
officer and helped found American Legion Sheret 
Post 35 in 1919. 

309th INFANTRY, CAMP DIX, N.J., DEC. 2,1917 

Dear Mother, 

You seem to be determined that I am coming home for Xmas. 

I appreciate your kind welcome and home, was very glad I spent those 
days there in the summer. But if you really want me to have a rest and a 
change and a vacation if I do get the leave, please remember that 
those things for me would be the theatres in New York and not the 
explaining and gossip with folks in Albion, much as I appreciate their 
being interested and all that. So you will of course come as planned 
and that's settled and I shan't talk any more about it except to look up 
the time tables and arrange the final meeting place, etc. You will arrive 
in New York or in Trenton (depending on my being able to get away) 
sometime in the morning of Dec. 15. There is only one thing I might 
add, tho I have no authority and nobody knows. Probably we shan't 
sail before spring. A recent incident however suggested to me that it 
might be much sooner. 

Mrs. Anderson sent me a cake for Thanksgiving. It arrived that 
morning. Perhaps I told you. 

We had a wonderful Thanksgiving dinner - oysters, celery, olives, 
turkey, mashed potatoes, mashed turnip, cranberry sauce, mince pie, 
grapes, apples, assorted nuts. That evening, shrimp salad, cheese 
creams, more fruits and nuts and a maple chocolate cake sent to one of 
us. There were just eight here for the day and we all sat at the K.O.'s 
table and sat around it for an hour or two afterward. He carved. 
Everybody said it was a great dinner. 

The men in the companies ate about the same menu - were very 
well fed. In fact, they are, all the time. Prices jumping like sixty. Potatoes 
from the QM have gone up about 50%. The ration for the month has 
jumped from 39 to 42 cents. Prices of canned goods from the QM have 
also gone up, so my bills will be higher probably. 

DEC. 8,1917 

We are in an epidemic of measles in camp - one company in 310 is 
quarantined and today there is an order that all windows on leeward 
side of each barracks must be kept open. That was particularly 
welcome in view of the fact that the regiment was practically without 
coal until late this afternoon. Then we got some new coal, which was a 
splendid thing for the ranges but will not be wasted in the heaters. Had 
trouble with our ranges yesterday. All passes were suspended today, 
perhaps on account of measles. 


HONOR & REMEMBRANCE 

Second round of 

100 Cities/100 Memorials 

grant competition open 

American Legion posts still have the 
opportunity to secure matching grants of up 
to $2,000 for the restoration, conservation or 
even creation of local World War I memorials. 

The second submission period for the 100 
Cities/100 Memorials program runs through 
Jan. 15,2018. It is open to new entries, as well as 
first-round entries that did not receive one of 
the initial 50 grants. 

Any organization, group, municipal 
government or individual may apply. The 
project must be or have been completed 
between Jan. 1,2014, and Nov. 18,2018. All 
awarded memorials will be officially 
designated as "centennial memorials" by the 
U.S. World War One Centennial Commission. 
Second-round grant recipients will be 
announced April 6. 

Interested parties should go to wwlcc. 
org/IOOmemorials to download the 
competition manual, submit a grant 
application and sign up for an informational 
blog about the program. 

HONOR & REMEMBRANCE 

Podcast covers Great War 
week by week 

The U.S. World War One Centennial 
Commission produces a weekly audio podcast 
for listening on computers or mobile devices. 
"WWI Centennial News" is recorded with a live 
audience at noon EST every Wednesday, and 
covers events connected to the war 100 years 
ago that week - such as battles in Europe and 
life on the American homefront - and news 
related to the war's centennial and 
commemoration. Download and share the 
podcast online, or subscribe through iTunes or 
Google Play Music. 



CITIES 


Love, DBR (fjj ww1cc.org/communicate 
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Tell YOUR GRANDSON He is 
BRAVE, SMART 

% and STRONG Every Day 


Hand-crafted of Solid 
Stainless Steel with Black 
and 24K-Gold Ion-Plated Accents 

Finely Etched Meaningful 
Sentiment on back 


Free Custom 
Personalization 


GftANDSON 
Always aememb 


"The Strength of my 
Grandson" 

Also Available in Son! Personalized Dog Tag Necklace 

A Fine Jewelry Exclusive from The Bradford Exchange 


Superbly Hand-Crafted... Personalized Just For You 

A matching 24" stainless steel 


make the 

holidays 

memorable 

with a gift of fine jewelry from The Bradford Exchange 

Guaranteed Christmas Delivery 

www.bradfordexchange.com/25538 
or call 1-866-768-6517 , , . 

T — 


Watching your grandson grow and mature over the years 
has been a true joy for you. Now, he can keep your 
encouraging message close to his heart—always—with 
the “The Strength of my Grandson” Dog Tag Necklace. 

In a design exclusive from The Bradford Exchange, 
our stainless steel dog tag necklace features a classic 
striped look accented with black and 24K-gold ion- 
plated accents which frame your grandson’s initials— 
personalized at no additional cost! Etched on the reverse 
side is “My Dear Grandson, Always remember you are 
braver than you believe, stronger than you know and 

LIMITED TIME OFFER priority reservation send" no money" now’ 

Reservations will be accepted on a first-come, 
first-served basis. So please respond as soon 
as possible to reserve your pendant. 


smarter than you think " 
chain completes the look. 

Exceptional Craftsmanship... 

A Remarkable Value 

A remarkable value at $89*, this dog tag pendant is payable 
in 4 easy installments of just $22.25, and is backed by our 
unconditional 120-day guarantee. Send no money now; just 
mail the Priority Reservation. Don’t miss out—order today! 

www.bradfordexchange.com/25538 

©2017 The Bradford Exchange 01-25538-001-BIBC17 


Signature 


1RA3IFOKD KXCHA1GE 

— JEWELRY 


Mrs. Mr. Ms. 



Name (Please Print Clearly) 


P.O. Box 806, Morton Grove, IL 60053-0806 

YES. Please reserve the “The Strength of my Grandson” 
(or Son) Dog Tag Necklace as described in this announcement. 


Address 


□ Son 01-24974-001 


□ Grandson 01-25538-001 


City 

E-Mail (Optional) 


State 


Z|jD 


Initials 





Initials 





01-25538-001-E94901 


We must receive your order by 12/12/17 for 
Christmas delivery. Call 1-866-768-6517 or visit 
www.bradfordexchange.com/25538 
Plus a total of $9.98 shipping and service; see bradfordexchange.com. Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance^ 
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PERSONAL FINANCE 


USAA® 


Five things to know 
about flood insurance 


Years ago, I covered the topic of 
flood insurance in this space, and 
considering recent weather events, 
now is probably a good time to 
revisit it. According to the 
government, floods are the most 
common and most costly natural 
disaster. Here are five things you 
should understand about flood 
insurance as you look to protect your wallet and property: 

■ It's not part of regular homeowner's coverage. You 
may be able to buy coverage (a separate policy) through 
your insurance company or another company that has an 
arrangement with the federal National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP). Some private companies offer coverage 
outside the NFIP, and you may need to go that route if the 
coverage offered through the government program is not 
adequate or the price is not competitive. 

■ It's not too expensive. According to the feds, the average 
premium is about $650 per year. Compare that figure to the 
potential losses stemming from flood damage and you have 
a case study on insurance and risk management. 

■ You don't have to be in the flood plain to be 
vulnerable. According to the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA), a surprising 25 percent of 
flood claims come from low- to moderate-risk areas. These 
are the types of areas where lenders do not require you to 
purchase flood insurance - and where most of us live. 

■ There are limits. As far as insurance goes, the NFIP is 
pretty straightforward. You can cover your residence up to 
$250,000 and contents up to $100,000. For additional 
coverage, talk to your insurer. 

■ You can't wait until flooding is in the forecast. Typically, 
there's a 30-day waiting period before the policy is effective. 

Don't count on luck to keep you out of trouble. Explore 
your risk and options for flood insurance. 

J.J. Montanaro is a certified financial planner with USAA, 

The American Legion's preferred provider of financial services. 
Submit questions for him online. 

© www.legion.org/usaa/focusonfinances 



EDUCATION 


55 

38 


Number of Legionnaires who attended 
National American Legion College in 
Indianapolis Oct. 29-Nov. 3 

Departments represented in the 
2017 Legion College class 



CENTENNIAL 


Photo courtesy Craig Harvey 


Post 18, Bloomington, Ind. 

In 1939, Bloomington hosted the Indiana Legion's 
department convention. A newspaper article reported 
that 75,000 people were expected in to celebrate the 
Legion's 20th-anniversary event. 

Facilities used for the convention included the New 
Graham Hotel, the Masonic building, and Indiana 
University's Memorial Stadium and Alumni Hall. 


SHARE YOUR POST'S LEGACY 

Upload stories, photos and videos of your post's 
history on the Legion's Centennial Celebration 
website. 

© www.legion.org/centennial 


EDUCATION 

Veterans Upward Bound 

Q :lwas recently discharged from the 
Army. I'm thinking about going back 
to school to pursue my dream of 
counseling other veterans. It's been 
a while since I was in college, and 
I'm wondering if there is a program 
that will help prepare me for 
postsecondary education. 

A: You may qualify for Veterans Upward Bound (VUB), 
a free program designed to assist veterans in the 
development of academic and other skills for acceptance 
and success in a postsecondary education program. VUB 
provides instruction in precalculus, science, foreign 
language, composition and literature. To qualify for VUB, 
you must meet certain service requirements and be a 
low-income prospective first-generation college student 
who is preparing to enter a postsecondary institution. To 
find out more about VUB, visit its web page at www2. 
ed.gov/programs/triovub/index.html. 



Learn more about National Legion College or download Valerie Heffner is a Marine Corps veteran and member 

an application: © www.legion.org/college of American Legion Post 27 in Apache Junction, Ariz. 

askvaierie@legion.org 
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r “My friends all hate their 
cell phones... I love mine!’ 
Here’s why. 



Say good-bye to everything you hate about cell phones. Say hello to the Jitterbug Flip. 



“Cell phones have gotten so small, 

I can barely dial mine .” Not the 

Jitterbug® Flip. It features a large keypad 
for easier dialing. It even has a larger 
display and a powerful, hearing aid 
compatible speaker, so it’s easy to 
see and conversations are clear. 

“I had to get my son to program 
it.” Your Jitterbug Flip setup process 
is simple. We’ll even program it with 
your favorite numbers. 

“What if I don't remember a number?” 

Friendly, helpful Personal Operators are 
available 24 hours a day and will even 
greet you by name when you call. 

“I'd like a cell phone to use in an 
emergency.” Now you can turn your 
phone into a personal safety device with 
5Star® Service. In any uncertain or unsafe 
situation, simply press the 5Star button to 
speak immediately with a highly-trained Urgent 
Response Agent who will confirm your location, 
evaluate your situation and get you the help you 
need, 24/7. 

“My cell phone company wants to lock me in 
a two-year contract!” Not with the Jitterbug Flip. 
There are no contracts to sign and no cancellation fees. 


Monthly Plan $14,991 mo 1 $19.991 mo 1 

Monthly Minutes 

200 

600 

Personal Operator Assistance 

24/7 

24/7 

Long Distance Calls 

No add’l charge 

No add’l charge 

Voice Dial 

FREE 

FREE 

Nationwide Coverage 

YES 

YES 

30-Day Return Policy 2 

YES 

YES 

J 


More minute plans and Health & Safety Packages available. 

Ask your Jitterbug expert for details. 

“My phone's battery only lasts a short time.” Unlike 
most cell phones that need to be recharged every day, 
the Jitterbug Flip was designed with a long-lasting battery, 
so you won’t have to worry about running out of power. 

“Many phones have features that 
are rarely needed and hard to use!” 

The Jitterbug Flip contains easy-to-use 
features that are meaningful to you. 

A built-in camera makes it easy and 
fun for you to capture and share your 
favorite memories. And a flashlight with 
a built-in magnifier helps you see in 
dimly lit areas.The Jitterbug Flip has 
all the features you need. 

Enough talk. Isn’t it time you found 
out more about the cell phone that’s 
changing all the rules? Call now! Jitterbug 

Available in f * ^ ^ , 

Red and Graphite. product experts are standing by. 



Order now and receive a 

FREE Car Charger - a $25 value 
for your Jitterbug Flip. Call now! 



Call toll-free to get your 

Jitterbug Flip Cell Phone 

Please mention promotional code 107552. 

I -877-654-4137 

www.JitterbugDirect.com 


We proudly accept the following credit cards: 

KKVII os 



IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Jitterbug is owned by GreatCall, Inc.Your invoices will come from GreatCall. 'Monthly fees do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges and are 
subject to change. Plans and services may require purchase of a Jitterbug Flip and a one-time setup fee of $35. Coverage is not available everywhere. 5Star or 9-1 -1 calls can only be made when cellular service 
is available. 5Star Service will be able to track an approximate location when your device is turned on, but we cannot guarantee an exact location. 2 We will refund the full price of the Jitterbug phone and the 
activation fee (or setup fee) if it is returned within 30 days of purchase in like-new condition. We will also refund your first monthly service charge if you have less than 30 minutes of usage. If you have more 
than 30 minutes of usage, a per minute charge of 35 cents will be deducted from your refund for each minute over 30 minutes.You will be charged a $ 10 restocking fee.The shipping charges are not refundable. 
There are no additional fees to call GreatCall’s U.S.-based customer service. However, for calls to a Personal Operator in which a service is completed, you will be charged 99 cents per call, and minutes will 
be deducted from your monthly rate plan balance equal to the length of the call and any call connected by the Personal Operator. Jitterbug, GreatCall and 5Star are registered trademarks of GreatCall, Inc. 
Copyright ©2017 GreatCall, Inc. ©2017 firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. 



















COMRADES 


Therapeutic Diabetic Comfort Slippers Help 

Make Sore, Swollen, 
Sensitive Feet Feel Great! 





FREE SHIPPING 
& HANDLING 

WHEN BUYING 2+ PAIRS 


Only $1299 SAVE $7 

off original price 



How to submit a reunion_ 

The American Legion Magazine publishes 
reunion notices for veterans. Send notices to The 

American Legion Magazine, Attn: Reunions, 
P.0. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 
630-1280, e-mail reunions@legion.org or sub¬ 
mit information via our website, www.legion. 
org/reunions. 

Include the branch of service and complete 
name of the group, no abbreviations, with your 
request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact 
name, telephone number and e-mail address. 
Listings are publicized free of charge. 

Your notice will appear on our Web site within 
a week and will remain available online until 
the final day of your reunion. Upon submission, 
please allow three months for your reunion to 
be published in print. Due to the large number 
of reunions. The American Legion Magazine 
will publish a group's listing only once a year. 


AIR FORCE / ARMY AIR FORCES 

60th Trp Carrier Grp & Other C-119 Vets, 

Branson, MO, 9/9-13, Paul Baldwin, (254) 694-2267 

_ARMY_ 

2nd Civil Affairs Co, Chico, CA, 5/3-6, David 
Gunn, (530) 893-5144, ccgunn@sbcglobal. 
net; 15th Med Bn 1st Cav Div, Williamsburg, 

VA, 4/26-28, Dan Toothman, (757) 872-8504, 
danmedevac19@outlook.com; 29th Civil Affairs 
Co, Chico, CA, 5/3-6, David Gunn, (530) 893-5144, 
ccgunn@sbcglobal.net; 34th Eng Bn (Vietnam), 
Shreveport, LA, 4/26-28, Harold Woodard, (318) 
218-0186, hrwoodard49@gmail.com; 34th Sig 
Bn, Williamsburg, VA, 6/5-9, Franklin Knowles, 
(603) 502-6022, musky3035@gmail.com; 41st 
Civil Affairs Co, Chico, CA, 5/3-6, David Gunn, 
(530) 893-5144, ccgunn@sbcglobal.net; 84th Eng 
Bn (Const) (Vietnam), Portland, ME, 6/21-24, Ed 
Reifsteck, (815) 275-2745, ed.reifsteck@mchsi. 
com; 88th Trans Co (Ankhe, Vietnam), LaPorte, 
IN, 3/9-10, Paul Otte, (812) 498-3790, rhonda_ 
weston@yahoo.com; Advisory Team 58/73, San 
Antonio, 5/18-20, Manuel Trevino, (210) 219-1425, 
manuel.trevino0868@sbcglobal.net 

_MARINES_ 

1st Bn 27th Mar, Alexandria, VA, 7/18-21, Felix 
Salmeron, (469) 583-0191, mar463@aol.com 


Therapeutic Comfort Slippers are a blessing for diabetic foot problems, swelling and bunions — 
but they help make all feet feel great the instant you slip them on! Cloud-soft plush fleece lining 
and cushiony memory foam cradle feet in comfort and provide shock absorption. Hook 'n loop 
strap closure makes them easy to put on or take off and adjust fit. High ankle cut gives you great 
support. Plus, non-skid safety soles let you wear them indoors or outdoors. Imported. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return For Your Money Back 


Connect With 

DreamProducts.com 

website offers may vary 

E3 E3 HI <5> El 


1 - 800 - 530-2689 

Order Now Toll-Free 


Receive A Free Surprise Gift 
with every order 


_NAVY_ 

Donner LSD 20, Hyannis, MA, 4/30-5/3, Dennis 
Heimbach, (610) 775-7539, dennisheimb@gmail. 
com; Fulton AS 11, Omaha, NE, 9/12-16, Ray 
Collins, (402) 337-0034, catcollins@yahoo.com; 
Jouett DLG/CG 29, Oakland, CA, 10/3-7, Chuck 
Scanlon, (510) 325-5804, coachyell@aol.com; 

NSA Da Nang, Vietnam, Kissimmee, FL, 4/30-5/5, 
Bernie Uhrinek, (724) 353-9627, jbrsar@salsgiver. 
com; Power DD 839, Portland, ME, 6/24-28, John 
Pinto, (352) 527-2352, jpinto839@gmail.com; 
Rasher SS/SSR/AGSS 269, Manitowoc, Wl, 6/6-10, 
Richard Moore, (804) 815-0730, drifterpilot@cox. 
net 


Diabetic Comfort Slippers IND i c R A DT E RE“D R E R F srz A E IRS 

#306 Ladies’ 

S (5-6) 

m (6y 2 -7y 2 ) 

L (8-9) 

xl (9y 2 -ioy 2 ) 

TAN 





BLACK 





#307 Men’s 

S (6-7) 

m (7y 2 -8y 2 ) 

L (9-10) 

XL (11-12) 

TAN 





BLACK 





Pr(s) Diabetic Comfort Slippers @ $12.99 

$ 

CA residents must add 7.25% sales tax 

$ 

Add $4.95 Regular Shipping & Handling 1st Pair 
FREE Shipping & Handling When Buying 2+ Pairs 

$ 

1 , > FOR EXPEDITED SHIPPING (optional) 
K Add An Additional $2.95 

(receive your order 5-7 days from shipment) 

$ 2.95 

Please Print Clearly 

TOTAL 

$ 


Check or money order payable to: Dream Products, Inc. 
Send Order To: 412 Dream Lane, Van Nuys, CA 91496 


□ VISA □ MasterCard □ Discover®/NOVUS slv, Cards 
Card# 


Exp. Date 


/ 


Name 


Address . 
City_ 


Zi P 


Daytime Phone #_ 


Dept. 74638 


_IN SEARCH OF_ 

2nd Msl Bn 82nd Arty (Harvey Bks, Kitzingen, 
Germany, 1961-1963), Mike Detorie, (443) 
825-6239 

7th Bn 9th Arty 54th Grp (Base Camp Bear Cat, 
Vietnam, 1966-1967), Richard Ruggiero, (312) 
405-7765, rich463@hotmail.com 

124th Trans Cmd 10th Trans Pit 2nd Sec Co MP 
(Prov) (Cam Ranh Bay, Vietnam, Apr 1971- 
Mar 1972), Earl Moss, (563) 422-5448, laddiejo@ 
hotmail.com 

193rd Special Ops Grp CFR Fire Dept PAANG 
(Middletown, PA, 1975-1979), Ed Blumberg, 
fearlessfrog48@gmail.com 
































































Notices should be sent at least six months prior to 
the reunion to ensure timely publication. 

Other notices_ 

"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch 
with people from your unit to plan a reunion. 

We do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military pho¬ 
tos or help in filing a VA claim. Listings must 
include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well 
as a contact name, telephone number and e-mail 
address. Send notices to The American Legion 
Magazine, Attn: "In Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 or e-mail reunions@ 
legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish names of 
individuals, only the name of the unit. Listings are 
published free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for 
Legionnaires who have been awarded life 
memberships by their posts. 


This does not include a member's own Paid- 
Up-For-Life membership. Notices must be sub¬ 
mitted on official forms, which may be obtained 
by sending a self-addressed stamped envelope 

to The American Legion Magazine , Attn: Life 
Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 

IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be 
approved by the Legion's Veterans Affairs & 
Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your 
Legion department service officer for information 
on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, 
send a letter to The American Legion Magazine, 
Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 1055, 
Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID 
number in your response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legion¬ 
naires who served as department commanders or 
national officers. 


1308th Cbt Eng Bn (1941-1945), Ed Blumberg, 
fearlessfrog48@gmail.com 
1607th Comm & Electronics Sqdn (All 
Shops, Dover AFB, 1961 -1964), Joel Gray, 
1607thcomm.elect@gmail.com 
Augmentation Readiness Grp/Cbt Equip Grp 
HQ Co (Mannheim, Germany, Sept 1969-Apr 
1971), Mike Ansell, (618) 978-1088, Iansell32@ 
yahoo.com 

HQ & HQ Co Wire Section Moment Operator 
(Da Nang, Vietnam, 1967-1968), Pilar 
Espinosa, (956) 245-5799 

LST 60 (European Theater, 1943-1945), Edward 
Yuhas, (248) 439-0069, edlst60@wowway.com 

_LIFE MEMBERSHIPS_ 

Post 1888, NJ: Robert J. Brownlee 
Post 40, WA: Lyle Stevenson 

_TAPS_ 

Keith Baker, Dept, of Iowa. Nat l Vice Cmdr. 

1995- 1996, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cmsn. Vice 
Chmn. 1981-1995, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cmsn. 
Memb. 1978-1981, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cmsn. 
Consultant 1976-1978, Nat'l Legis. Cmsn. Memb. 

1996- 2002 and Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1973-1976. 

Rickey L. Helsley, Dept, of Idaho. Dept. Cmdr. 
2000-2001, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1995-1998, Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. 
Consultant 2002-2004, Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1999-2000 and Nat'l Public Relations 
Cmsn. Advisory Board Memb. 2006-2012. 
Charles F. Price, Dept, of Idaho. Dept. Cmdr. 
2003-2004, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 

1997- 1999 and 2002-2009, Nat'l Citizens Flag 
Alliance Dept. Chmn. 1999-2001, Nat'l Foreign 
Relations Cncl. 2000-2002 and Nat'l Sgt.-at- 
Arms 1999-2000. 

Eugene A. Schmitz, Dept, of Nebraska. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1991-1992, and Nat'l Distinguished 
Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 1992-1993 and 
1994-1998. 



PAID UP 
FOR LIFE 

Go online to learn more 
about the new, improved 
Paid Up For Life program: 
www.legion. org/PUFL 


LEGION SHOPPER 


U.S, MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 


-5062 


FREE COLOR CATALOG! 

I TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5 

VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10550 CO RD 81, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 55369 

I WEB SITE: www,MUItaryVetsPX.com I 


CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 


• HAT PINS 

</> 

III 


MEDALS • 


• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. | 
Dealer inquires welcome. 


by Hoover’s Mfg., Co. 

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 

Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 


STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP, 
MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION 

(Required by 39 U.S.C. 3685) 

1. Title of Publication: THE AMERICAN 
LEGION MAGAZINE 

2. Publication Number: 0886-1234 

3. Date of filing: September 20, 2017 

4. Frequency of issue: Monthly 

5. No. of issues published annually: 12 

6. Annual subscription price: $3.00 

7. Complete mailing address of known office of 
publication: 5745 Lee Road, Indianapolis, Indiana 
46216 (Marion County) 

8. Complete mailing address of headquarters of 
general business offices of the publisher: 700 N. 
Pennsylvania St., Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

9. Names and addresses of publisher, editor and 
managing editor: 

Publisher: Jeffrey Stoffer, 

700 N. Pennsylvania St., 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
Editor: Jeffrey Stoffer, 

700 N. Pennsylvania St., 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 
Managing Editor: Matt Grills, 

700 N. Pennsylvania St., 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

10. Owner: The American Legion Headquarters, 
700 N. Pennsylvania St., 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 

11. Known bondholders, mortgages, and other 
security holders owning or holding 1 percent or 
more of the total amount of bonds, mortgages or 
other securities: None 

12. Tax Status: The purpose, function, and 
nonprofit status of this organization and the exempt 
status for Federal income tax purposes have not 
changed during the preceding 12 months. 

13. Publication Title: The American Legion 
Magazine 

14. Issue Date for Circulation Data Below: 

September 2017 

15. Extent and nature of circulation: 

Average number Actual number of 
of copies each copies ofsingle 



issue during 

issue published 


preceding 

nearestto 


12 months 

filing date 

a. Total number of 
copies printed 

1,906,511 

1,861,517 

b. Paid and/or requested circulation 


1. Paid/Requested 
outside-county 
subscriptions stated 
on Form 3541 

1,897,715 

1,852,790 

2. Paid in-county 
subscriptions 

0 

0 

3. Sales through dealers 
and carriers, street 
vendors, counter sales, 
and other non-USPS paid 
distribution 

4,280 

4,300 

4. Other classes mailed 
through the USPS 

0 

0 

c. Total paid and/or 
requested circulation (Sum 
of 15b (1),(2),(3), and (4)) 

d. Free distribution by mail 

1,901,995 

1,857,090 

1. Outside-county as 
stated on Form 3541 

3,858 

3,787 

2. In-county as stated 
on Form 3541 

0 

0 

3.0ther classes mailed 
through the USPS 

0 

0 

e. Free distribution outside 
the mail 

0 

0 

f. Total Free distribution 
(Sumofl5dand 15e) 

3,858 

3,787 

g. Total distribution 
(Sum of 15c and 15f) 

1,905,853 

1,860,877 

h. Copies not distributed 

658 

640 

i. Total (Sumof15gand h) 

1,906,511 

1,861,517 

j. Percent Paid and/or 

99.80 

99.80 


Requested Circulation 

I certify that all information furnished on this 
form is true and complete. 

Jeffrey Stoffer, Publisher 











PARTING SHOTS 



What do you call a kid who doesn't believe in Santa? 

A rebel without a Claus. 

MY WIFE AND I always exchange 
presents at Christmastime. I exchange 
the one she gets me, and she exchanges 
the one I get her. 

WHAT’S RED AND WHITE and red and 

white and red and white? Santa Claus 
rolling downhill. 

A SMALL CHILD visiting Santa at the 
mall suddenly kicked him in the shin, 
exclaiming, “That’s for last year!” 

THE OFFICE HOLIDAY PARTY is a great 
opportunity to catch up with people you haven’t 
seen for 20 minutes. 

A LITTLE BOY had slipped into the habit of 
saying a naughty word every time something 
annoyed him. His mother let it go the first couple 
of times but eventually decided to put a stop to it. 

“I don’t want you using that word anymore,” she 
said. “It’s one of those words people don’t like to 
hear, especially from children. If you promise not 
to say it anymore, I’ll give you this quarter.” 

“OK,” her son said. He took the quarter and went 
outside to play. Twenty minutes later, he burst 
through the front door. 

“I was playing with the new kid down the 
street,” he said excitedly. “He taught me a word 
that’s worth a whole dollar!” 


“I’m the Ghost of Christmas Starting Too Early.” 





“Shoot! I brought my garbage by mistake.” 

THE COLORS red, white and blue stand for 
freedom ... unless they’re flashing behind you. 



A HAGGARD-LOOKING MAN stumbled into the 
Bureau of Motor Vehicles office and asked where to 
go to turn in his driver’s license. 

“I can’t drive in this city anymore,” he declared. 
“I just don’t have the vocabulary for it.” 

A MAN COMES HOME and sees a note on the 
refrigerator from his wife: “This isn’t working. I’m 
at my mother’s.” He opens the fridge, the light 
turns on, and he mutters to himself, “I don’t get it. 
The fridge is working fine.” 


“THERE’S TALK of including video gamers in 
future Olympics. Olympic gamers would be treated 
like all other athletes, except they’d be tested for 
‘performance-enhancing ramen.’” - Conan O’Brien 

“Reindeer schmeindeer!” 
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GOLD AMERICAN EAGLES 





HONORING ALL WHO SERVED 


GOL'D 


iU.S. ARMED FORCES^ 


qt you had $25,000 in gold in 2001 at $290 per oz you would have over $100,000 at 
II today’s gold prices. Ordering now might be your last chance to own these magnificent 
government issued gold coins at this level. Due to an extremely limited supply we must 
adhere to a strict limit of ten coins per household, per lifetime, no exceptions. 


THIS AT-C0ST PUBLIC OFFER WILL SEU OUT IMMEDIATELY 

Overage orders might be cancelled and your checks returned uncashed 

'k EXPERTS ARE NOW PREDICTING GOLD AT $5,000 AN OUNCE 

Your $25,000 could be worth $125,000 in the near future 

it? PROTECT YOUR WEALTH WITH GOLD AMERICAN EAGLES 

Gold American Eagles are fully backed by the U.S. Government 


SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS 

NOW AVAILABLE FOR ORDERS OVER $50,000 


NATIONWIDE 

COIN & BULLION RESERVE 

MINIMUM ORDER 5 COINS 


IN GOD WE TRUST 


24H0URSADAY • 7DAYSAWEEK 

1.800.211.9263 

KEY CODE: ALM-171134 


TA /ationwide Coin fk Bullion Reserve announces the final release of 2,500 congres- 
/ V sionally authorized, fully backed by the U.S. Government, completely free of dealer 
mark up, $5 Gold American Eagles at the incredible price of only $105.00 each. 


Prices subject to change due to fluctuations in gold market. Prices will remain at dealer cost. 


COINS ENLARGED TO SHOW DETAIL 

























FLANNEL-LINED!!!^™ 





Medium Blue 


Light Blue 
Denim 


Grey Heather 
Twill 


Ice House 
Blue Twill 


Blue Carpenter 
Denim 


Indigo 

Denim 


No need to fuss with adding 
layers for warmth! 

Lined in soft cotton flannel from waist 
to cuff! Look great on the coldest of 
days! Four pockets, plus a hidden 
coin pocket. Full elastic waist with 
snap/zipper fly, denim has post 
button. Smooth, mercerized cotton/ 
polyester twill (denim is 100% 
cotton), pre-washed & pre-shrunk. 
Machine washable. Imported. Hurry! 
Regular: 32-44 (even sizes) $27.99 
SAVE on 2 or more! $19.99 ea. 
Big Men: 46-50 (even sizes) $32.99 
SAVE on 2 or more! $24.99 ea. 
Inseams: XS(25-26) S(27-28) 
M(29-30) L(31 -32) 
XL(33-34) 


SAVE *16 

when you buy 2' 


FLANNEL-LINED 

DENIM & TWILL PANTS 


|99 

1 per pair 
' when you 
buy 2 


Haband® PO Box 8, Warren, PA 16366-0008 
1 LI RPIH LI Visa □ MC □ Discover® DAmEx □ Check 


Exp.:_ 


Card #_ 

Mr. Mrs. Ms._ 

Address_ 

City & State_ 

Phone_ 

I enclose $_purchase price, and only $5.99 shipping & handling 

for my entire order. Please add applicable state & local sales tax for the 
following states: AZ, CO, FL, GA, MA, MN, NE, NJ, PA, Wl, & WV. 


Apt. # 

_ Zip_ 


. Email. 


D Check for 
Protection Plus! 
(X96) 

Expedites replacement 
of items lost in transit. 
Add $2.95 to protect 
your entire order. 


Satisfaction Guaranteed 

or Full Refund of 
merchandise purchase 
a price up to 90 days 
after receipt. 


© 7 ML- 01 N 7 R 

WHAT 

WAIST? 

WHAT 

INSEAM? 

HOW 

MANY? 

15 

INDIGO DENIM 




02 

TAN TWILL 




5A 

MEDIUM BLUE DENIM 




63 

GREY HEATHER TWILL 




8V 

ICE HOUSE BLUE TWILL 




EH 

BLACK TWILL 




EE 

NAVY TWILL 




1 Ifl 

BLUE CARPENTER DENIM 




EE 

LIGHT BLUE DENIM 




ai 

BLACK DENIM 





When you pay by check, you authorize us to use information from your check to clear it electronically. Funds may be withdrawn from your 
account as soon as the same day we receive your payment, and you will not receive your check back from your financial institution. 


• I# 


r A 

















































